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INTRODUCTION AND DEDICATION 


This year we celebrate 75 years of progress, we 


pause to give thanks and reminisce abit before we 


hurry into the future. 1936976 


We dedicate this book to our pioneers who paved 


the way for our present life in Ireton so that we can 
truthfully say, "Ireton - a good place to live - a good 
place to worship". This little history will bring many 
memories, both sadand happy to our senior folks and 
give our younger generation a glimpse into the lives 
of their grandparents and how they overcame their 
trials and hardships with such strength that they well 
deserve to be called ' Pioneers''. Many worthy bio- 
graphies are missing from these pages, for space 
can Only allow a small cross-section of the many who 
should be recognized. 

The Booster Club wishes to express sincere thanks 
. to all the people of the Ireton community for their 
fine cooperation; to thank all the various committee 
members and their chairmen for the time and effort 
it takesto get acelebration rolling smoothly; to thank 


all those who furnished Information and pictures to 
2 & 


OF SD 
make this book ete, and a fine thank you to the 


folks who compiled and assembled it. 
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THANKS TO Mr, AND MRS. J.R. KARR 


We want to express our thanks to Mrs. J.R. Karr for her 
diligence, for her untiring efforts, for her patience in research 
and study, for the many hours of her time devoted, for the 
many miles she traveled making personal contacts with various 
individuals and familles, for her positive persistence tn obtaining 
the many facets that make thls 75th Jubilee History Book what 
it is. Also, a thank you to her husband, J.R. Karr, who also 
assisted in supplying some of the facts for this book. We know 
the Karrs enjoyed doing this particular book, and we are happy 
they did. To all others who contributed to the making of thts 
book, we say, Thank You! At present, It is the only book of 
{ts kind that contains the history and beginning of the town of 
Ireton, 


Ireton's 75th Jubllee Committee 
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JRETON HISTORY 


A history of Ireton must be prefaced by 
some facts of Sloux County coming Into be- 
ing aS a part of the government. 

Same state records give the date of Stoux 
County's origin as 1852, but say that {tt was 
too far from central offices to attract much 
attention. Some older residents recall 
stories of the first officers being self- 
elected and Calliope designated as the Coun- 
ty seat {in 1857. Then we find coples of 
the first minutes of the county trustees, who 
met to appoint or elect some school direct- 
ors. These were dated Feb. 1869. 

Records found not long ago glve the pop- 
ulation of Sloux County up to 1869 as foll- 
Ows. 

10 Inhabitants {n 1860 

25 Inhabitants in 1863 

20 Inhabitants tn 1865 

18 Inhabitants tn 1867 

110 Inhabitants in 1869 
Buncomb Township, established some time 
before 1861, comprised most of the county. 

Later, when the Dutch people came to 
the community in the eastern part of the 
county, they divided the county [nto two 
townships, the eastern one called Holland 
Twp. Later there were more divisions un- 
tll when Ireton was considered a town, two 
townships affected tts growth; Washington on 
the west and Reading Twp. extending east 
and north. We find no record of the nam- 
ing of Washington Twp. but the name "Read- 
ing’ was suggested by S.A.Hammond, who 
had come from Reading Township in Ver- 
mont early in 1870. Later these two became 
four townships; Washington, Eagle, Reading 
and Center with areas of thirty-six sectlons 
each, 

We do not know just when homestead land 
was opened up in Iowa, but entries have 
been found in Center Township tn 1857. 
For some reason, not many of these filings 
were ever fulfilled and the real period of 
home steaders coming in was about 1868, 
reaching a peak in 1870. 

A soldier could homestead one hundred 
and sixty acres and other citizens eighty 
acres. The Pre-emption Act was passed 
which allowed him to pre-empt another 
eighty acres adjotning, paying $2.50 per 
acre for It if he could manage to have that 
much money. 

The spring of 1870 brought many people 
seeking new homes. Among the names in 
Washington Twp. were Levi M. Black, Mark 
Burket, Charles French, Selah, Van Skike, 
Charles Whalen, Ab Sargent, Charles Tarox, 
Geo. Root and son, Ron, and Henry Launtz, 


Luther Calvin, A.J. Whitney, S. Percy, Julius 
Morey, E.J. Earll and F. Worsecter 

In Reading Twp. came €.D. Allen, L.D. 
Sherman and S.A. Hammond. 

Later that year, we find these names of 
people coming in: J. W. Satterlee, Nathaniel 
Ferris, M.D. Smith, B.F. Granger, Patrick 
Quigley, Michael Glen, Hiram Evans, Harae 
McCormick-and M.M. Elder. The two later 
settled on Sec. 8 just east of where I[reton 
now is. In 1871, we find the names of Henry 
Kluter, Charles Henrich, Byran Peebles, 
E.R. Day. O. W. Quint, Patrik Clarey,. H. 
H. Davidson, G.H. Darling, Edw. Kellog, 
Benj. Putney, D.K. McKenyon, J.T. Know 
lton, W.J. Knowlton, and Ceo. Castel and 
Henry Shimer. 

The Hodom family came in L871. The 
name of Dave Sheets appears as having 
settled in what became Eayle Twp. before 
1870, shortly after the Civil War. 

Later settlers. in the 1880's who valled 
Ireton their bome and settled i Eagle Twp. 
were A.S. Karr in 1882. Ben Schemmer in 
1883, C.R. McCrory in 1884 and D.G. John- 
son in 1889. Thomas Wills and J.C, Jones 
settled at the same time. 

Back in Washington Twp. we find the 
names of M. McNally and Jno McNally, who 
had come here to look over things in 1868, 
returned. to Sabula, lowa, and moving here 
in 1872 to purchase the farm and then moy- 
ing here in 1873, locating on Section 35. 
That year also brought Jno Kirkpatrick. 

The early 1880's brought in the M. Fritz 
and H, Witt families, Fred Nanninga, Wm, 
Morgan, Searles and Younie tu:nilies, T.H, 
Pryer, Frank and Fred Earl, Jean and Byran 
Lawton, J. Patrick, M,O. Karr, Jas O'Meara, 
A. Dannenbring, Livi Bushby, L.. Twillman, 
S.R. Bader, D.C. McKelvie and F, Schimm- 
ing. 
This list is tncomplete, of cuurse, as are 
others, but we find some records not too 
faithfully kept. In what became Center Twp. 
after petitions were signed by land holders, 
to set it apart from Reading Twp. W.J. Tay- 
lor settled in 1882. Here, too, came a most 
courageous mother, Mrs. Mary Houlton, with 
her family, two sons, C.B. and G.L. and 
two daughters. 1883 brought A, Morrison, 
M. Coombs, Frank Taylor and J.C. Miller 
came in 1884. During the later yeargy we 
find the names of Wm, Irwin, Charles St&le, 
R.J. Smith, Wm. and Leo T. Brown as well 
as R.C. Brown. Then the John Stewart, R. 
H. Campbell, Frederick Bertram, Jno Taylor, 
G.H. Heiderman and the Heidbrink family 
and Thomas Yates. 
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Back to Reading Twp. we find the names 
a J.F. Morris settling in 1880, then a little 
while later, Wm. Bushby and family, Thom- 
as White and family, Dan Montgomery, 
Henry Vlotho, Henry Vander Hamm and son, 
August, B.O. Fosburg, Porter Fosburg and 
the Tlerman family and David Patton. 

In thinking about the land-holdings of 
those people, we would like to say that the 
extensive ownership of the McNally lands 
are still in the hands of descendents, as 
are those of the Earlls, Searles, Witt, Pat- 
rick, McCrory, Jno Taylor, F. Bertram, 
Tlernan, E.H. Eilts, Vander Hamm, Vlotho, 
H. Kluter, M.M. Elder, Charles Tarbox, 
and the lands acquired in those earliest 
years by R.A. Zimmerman, who came to 

help settle Ireton and conducted business as 
well as accumulating land. In the same 
category, we can also mention D.R. Stewart, 
our veteran blacksmith. 

In about 1877, the Close Bros., Wm. 
and Fred came into Plymouth Co. after 
hearing about rich soll of northwest Iowa. 
Wm. Close had won honors tn England as a 
Cambridge oarsman and was quite well known 
so when he carried reports back to England, 
they attracted much attention. The story 
goes that those reports reached the ears of 
a Lord Henry Ireton of Cornwall, who agreed 
to help gather funds for the two young men 
to purchase and speculate in land in this 
part of the world, and an agreement was 
made that a town or community be named 
for him. 

They came and bought up what was des- 
ignated as railroad lands and abandoned 
homesteads in some instdnces. By the 
spring of 1882, they were advertising 500, 
000 acres for sale in Cherokee, Plymouth 
and Sioux Counties. They had many acres 
around what became Ireton and about the 
first thing they did was to hire mento set 
out proves to help plan building sites, A 
Mr. Follett from Reading Twp. did much of 
it. Then sets of buildings were put up by 
Frank Granger for them. 

So much attention was drawn to this land 
that the Close Bros. found it too much of a 
chore to bring out would-be-buyers from 
their headquarters {n LeMars so they built 
a brick building on Sec. 7 of Reading Twp. 
placing a Mr. Sears there as their agent. 
The duwnstairs served as the offices and 
Mr. Sears and his family lived upstairs. 

When the town was plattes early in the 
summer of 1882 with the promise of the 
Chicago and Northwestern Rallroad being 
built later, this house stood on lower Matn 
&., where {It still stands and {6s occupled by 
Clarence Anema and family. The first child 
born in Treton was a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sears. 


The rallroad was surveyed that summer 
and |mmedlately people began to move in 
and do some bullding. The first merchant 
was a Mr. O'Brien who bullt a store in the 
center of the block on the west side of. the 
main street. Then Mr. Kilberg bullt a 
two-story general store building on. the corn- 
er of Fourth and Main Streets which Is now 
the K.B. Store. This housed his mercantile 
business as well as the shoe shop of D.A. 
Savage and the post office. D.E. Wing with 
Levi M. Black established a drug business 
and also became interested in a harness shop 
as did Mark Berkett. Dr. J.C. Beckwith 
was the first medical man itn town and was 
Interested, with Mr. Wing in the drug store. 
Dr. Beckwith married Emma Sargent. Mr. 
Wing bought a small building that had been 
put up on the east side of Main Street but 
soon sensed the need of a longer bullding so 
built the two-story building that has served 
the community as a drug store until a few 
years ago when R.R. Satterlee bought out 
the stock and moved it to the corer store 
east on Fourth and Matin. During the years 
of the occupancy of the building, Mr. Wing 
built, we remember the names of Parsons, 
Townsend, E.E. Walte and W.A. Marienau 
as druggists. 

The upstairs rooms of that bullding were 
used by most of the civic socletles of the 
town as they came into existence; The Launtz 
Post G.A.R., Ladies of the Rellef Corps, 
Masonic Lodge, Eastern Star, Odd Fellows, 
and Daughters of Rebecca, the Woodman 
Lodge, Good Templars Lodge and Modern 
Brotherhood. Some of these organizations 
are no longer in existance and some have 
combined with those of other communities. 

An early day blacksmith that did work 
for his neighbors was A.J, Whitney on Sec. 
12 Washington Twp. In return for hls sery- 
ices In the way of repalring Implements, 
his neighbors would use that time tn helping 
him with his needs on hls homestead. Then 
a Mr. Dale came to the new town and start- 
ed a blacksmith shop, which after a year 
was bought by Dan Stewart. Mr. Braaks 
came into town and started a second shop, 


for the need was great. Their stories are 
told elsewhere In this history. Carpenters 
that came to the community In the early 80's 
were Wm. Johnston, Milton Miller, Wylie 
Scott and Philo Warfield. Frank Kidson 
came in as a mason and J,E. Byrne came, 
able to do tin smith work. But he soon 
went Into the mercantile business with his 
father, and having bought the Launtz farm, 
sold it to W.C. Tilford. Mr. Tilford, not 
wanting to farm, bought the hardware store 
from Geo. Meader, who had established It 
tin 1883. 
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ployed a Clwfl Was voter 
Henry Weteh te help with the tin we: - tle 
alseo hati the help of James Lilley for » 
long time Mr Tilford later retived and 
VandeWater Bros. took over his store, 

Another hardware store was run by G, 
N. Philips, then lt passed on to J. A, Denk- 
man, who soll lt after a few years to Theo- 
Shaver. Mr. Shaver's health wasn't very 
good and he didn't live long here. E.H. 
Atwood of LeMars bought the stock. Event- 
ually the two stocks of hardware were com- 
bined and run by Mr. and Mrs. John Smith. 
Later George Drost bought It and then sold 
to Julius Barents and Peter Lockhorst, Jr. 
who are now operating it. 

Livery barns were a necessity seventy- 
five years ago, both for renting out horses 
and rigs and for boarding horses. John 
Dale, Wm. McCall and Geo. Meader bought 
a barn built by Byron Peebles. These four 
men loved good horses and owned some ‘fine 
ones. Later John Edwards took over the 
business. With the advent of the auto, the 
livery business was out and Edwards went 
into the saloon business. 
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inesss was also a nec 
essity and we recall the names of D, Terp- 
ensing, Charles Stevens, D. Niehaus, Jno 


The transfer fue 


Dale, Wm. Bushby, Geo. Rake, E.S. Keith, 
A.D. Wescott, W.A, Culver, Peter Harsma, 
Bert Goodmanson, Ed Beimers and Bill De 
Vos. This seems like quite a number, but 
often, three dray lines were operating at one 
time and every one of them busy. One of 
the dray men had the contract for carrying 
the mail from the depot to the post office. 

Mrs. Foster, her daughter, Kittle, and two 
sons came {n 1882 and considered this an 
ideal place to set up a furniture store. 


moO LEE BEO's, 


Pa NG DAG TEN. (TS. 


INSUR ANC © ARDY? COD REOCTIONS 


MONHY ‘L'O uA NT. 


Ni VRALE Rs IN] 


FARM IMPL. EMENTS 


Wives Foster and Wer ca. che wlore und 
th bemothers evicentsdl, feet? or reat estale, 
aa thety business card shows A few years 
ay wheo paint wore off the front of the 
bullding, the name, "Foster thro." showed 
plainly under the name "F. Fale & Co.", 
wx) bought the furniture store then. In tlme 


Mr. Falr became interested tn real estate 
and mining Interests, seeking a different 
climate because of his wite's health, he 
sold to L.D. Satterlee and moved to Boulder 


Colo. and then to Romeo, Colo 
BANKING 
A Dr. Mosher had appeared In. those 


early years and was a trusted health advis- 
or for many years. His interests in surg- 
ery led him to LeMars where he set up-a 
small hospital. A Dr. Owens had come in 
at an early date. He was an M.1). but was 
also interested in banking. He bought the 
house, left unfinished by Geo. Meader, fin- 
ished it and made it his home with his wife, 
daughters, Sadie and Jennie, and small twin 
SonS. He set up a practice and at the same 
time established the Citizens Bank with L. 
Day. Willte Dav was the manager and 
bookkeeper. It didn't last long and he 
turned over his holdings to a group of farm- 
ers who established the Farmers and Mer- 
chants Bank with Ed Henrich as cashier 
B.S. Bierman, Ass't Cashier, Geo. Lande, 
President and Henry Vlotho, Vice-President: 
Dr. Owens sold his home to Israel Wood 
who only lived there a short time then it 
was sold to Mr. Fair and finally to Chas. 
Steele, where he lived until he moved to 
California. Tt has now been remodeled, 
modernized and is occupied by Mr. 
Mrs. Arthur Bartlett 
Another bank was the 
lueated on the corner ol 


and 


Bank of Treton, 
Fourth and) Main 


Streets on the south side ot the street with 
H.F. MeKeever as Cashier. | tS family 
lived upstairs for quite a few years, then 


moved into a large house they had built in 


the southwest part of town. The fathire of 
another bank brought it down with it and 
the first offices of the Local Mutual Tel 
ephone Co. oecupied the builds for some 
time. When the present garage owned by 
Jake Sinkey Was planned by Kluter and 
Schuelke, the bank was moved te the back of 
the lot-and the new large garage took its 
place. The old building has since been torn 
down. 

The other bank was the Nuerthwestern 
Bank, owned by G.W, Pitts of Alton, and it 
was closed by the failure of the Alton Bank 
in Alton in 1926, The Farmers and Merch- 
ants Rank was sold to new ynterests and the 


present bank finally developed 
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THE NEW SECURITY SAVINGS 
BANK BUILDING 


DOCTORS AND DENTISTS 


In mentioning doctors, a Dr. Wilson was 
an early day doctor and J.J. Ballachey, 
neither staying here too long but Dr. Mc 
Caughan, who was with us many years, 
came as a young man in 1897 while Dr. 
Mosher was still here. He brought his 
bride here and they were both very active 
in church and community life. He served 
many times as health officer and he held the 
office of president of the school board. He 
was a real "horse and buggy doctor", brayv- 
Ing snow and blizzards as well as heat and 
rain storms. His health began to fail after 
the untimely death of his only chUuld, Kath- 
ryn. She was a highly educated person and 
was a teacher in California. She caught the 
flu and went back to work too soon. Comp- 
licatlons developed and no medical skill at 
that time could save her. Since Mrs. Me 
Coughan's health had never been the best, 
they decided to retire and go to a different 
clumate. The change did no good and nelth- 
er one lived very long. They were brought 
back and laid to rest beside thetr daughter 
and among the people with whom they had 
labored so long. She passed away in Jan- 
uary of 1938 and he tn April, 1939. The 
young man who came to take his place, a 
Dr. E. Walker had come from Chicago, 
where he had interned. He had been train- 
ed for surgery and from what we know of 
what he did here, he would be a good surg- 
eon but this was In the depression years 
and he had borrowed the money for his 
training. At the time of hls graduation, 
openings were few so he came here about 
1932. However, In a few months, an un- 
usual opportunity was presented to him, 


The offer of a very good position in the 
hospital where he had interned. Of course, 
we hated to see him go but it was the only 
course for him and he has done exceedingly 
well since then. About fifty years ago, a 
young doctor, L.C. Dick of Hawarden, came 
here and practiced a few years. While 
here, he married Sadie Farrand, later mov- 
{ng to Spencer, South Dakota. Here he 
practiced a pertod of forty five years, until 
his death recently. 


Dr. F.F. Null and family spent many 
years {tn Ireton, coming in 1910, and made 
a tremendous impression tn this area. He 
with his medical knowledge and his wife, 
with her musical ability. But his Interest, 
also in surgery, took him to Hawarden in 
1923, a much larger fleld with the presence 
of a community hospital. Here, he worked 
the rest of his llfe, which ended in 1953. 


Dr. Bendixon came in to take Dr. Null's 
place and was here a number of years. He 
too, was much Interested in community life, 
especially the school, and served as pres- 
ident of the school board for some time. 
Both he and his wife were active in the M. 
E. Church. Hls interests, too, laid tn Le 
Mars, where he has an extensive practice. 


A Dr. Bild and other doctors have come 
and gone but modern transportation has 
made {t easy to get to the doctor we have 
have grown used to as well as nearby hosp- 


_itals. We do not have a doctor here now 


as young doctors do not seem to be inter- 
ested In small communities without’ hospit- 
als. 


And such was the way with dentists. 
Dr. H.P. White practiced here a few years, 
married Hathe Wing and moved to Sioux 
City. A Dr. G.A. Matheson was here many 
years but went to Des Moines to educate 
his sons and be near his wife's relatives 
when her health began to fall. Next came 
Dr. Knowles, who let Des Moines draft him. 
Then Dr. Burris, an older man, who stayed 


with us until he was ready to retire, when 


he went to Arkansas. Dr. Bender, a young 
man, came and took care of us for a long 
time but as greater opportunities appeared, 
went to Portland, Oregan, where he is now 
an instructor at the university. 


When the town was younger, and legal 
advise was often needed, and means of get- 
Ing It took too long, Mr. K.S, Selby decided 
he was needed here and he was. He was 
here for some time and was followed by S, 
H. Carr, who served In an able manner and 
was also postmaster for awhile, living here 
in 1905, 


THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY ROCK VALLEY CEMENT BLOCK AND TILE CO, 


6 


-.* 


veer tolal bestiat sibet beitvec ef. aed 


oat a) aoitiaog Seog yiev = Jo 19 
wewoo XO | beeiele! bat od erode Latiqnod 
vii ad) wae Mh les oy ome 
Vignihenex ened sat ef bas cold tol eaieoo 
8 Oye eiesy wl) iwodA worl) sonia Hew 
omey etrewaR to #917 DD 10lsob guage 
oli aresy We! s Bbeolioatq bad ered 


: 


Li 


sad. aten sioded diyok yeoneqe of gai lll 
italy fussy “vil yo) Yo boing ® Wadiidets , 
-Yiiness? diash elit 
' ; 42 - b Te ae Bae } ma 
ynam idaqge yfimal Dae Huh .3.% 19 Pe ghey — or 
sham Sane OTC? nt gaimrod aoiet] Ai 2749R | vl iat et. ae 
oM a7 gift! ni golecetgm! aucbaemet; 4. . sake Ce By tonne agdash.. Meats vee is m. 
stiw efd bow egbsfworndt iacibom aif dilw ae phe et tae RR sent ee es 
Jesrem) eld juli \ yilllds [soleus 19d diw . ad's wan ‘ ene: 
at netriawalf of gid Acot .yrog toe m oaks G2 fe Cail r 
poirtesg sti Wiw bial) wai—l doug 2 ,e8o! 
teyrow of ote fal qeon yl bu emo a lo 
2821 al bebee dobtiw oUt elf Yo Jaor afi 


= "jie .10 ofa oF Wl oman fonibrsg 10 . 
ow vereoy ko 19dMive © 9100 aew Dae 'eialq:  () 2 


gift gitar y af Berssrein) dowm aw (oot bow coalw tt « ,a10lsob gal 
-297q am devise bag Joodoa gd) Yat aqas Yotosiicd .L.L bas 10190b. yina9 “8 
eit omoe to) Breed foodee sf) Ww Ineb! OM 10 jd we ae set Balyede 1editen 
M off nt oviiog atew sliw ald bom od MO | BTBOY Ysa he iw ae 
oJ aj biel dot elestoint BIH .Aowudd .@ 2° 7% -FO silite eS Rear gai, aos 
hop oversize ag aan of S1edw' eraM ~" * x4 ityuord 9 919 
oman ward einisok Is4l0 bas DUA wd AY a et te te). 
tad nvligmoqenes) p1obom twd eaoy ban 4% ad? thou "ai 
over ew. 101006 94? of i699 G) quse i sbem ; 
ot qhisod as How en. o) beau mwoxy svad pap ardr: b baw ne 
fon. s7ot wwi2eh & oved mn ob OW .alsil . bell tead-an “he a peat 
19ai ed oF wo9R Jon ob a1eis0§ ynooy ef qoNe Ue} yr mr me ay ate 
“Nqaed tvodiw esiiaumeo> Usa al we 18% .biid2 ytno wy to dlesh Yoontine 
; bre noetoy boteoubs yldgid s amw ode 
eiatineh dw yaw off sew due dA on) inguas $72 - .at ’ 
wavy wel ec 9290 besltoetg CfeW SH 4G ~qineD “soca nol Aw of 
‘ww? of Seve Sane solW ote boisrem ry 
yng Ofed 2c" mpetteM A.D L1G-A .7HhD 9M iM some  . 1 


siooubs-o) eeroM aed uf now tid e1esy 
seviisies a'vliw aid 1s0n od bane enve ald 
earn ive Jin) of neyed dtieed 194 now 
it fer genioM, ex} tof olw aelword 17. 
beyels Oty nam 266i ae aiid 20 nedT 
astw eriter oF ybeon aew of Titaw ew filw 
atuoy ¢ shew 200 = jaeenndsA Of jnew ‘on 
4ool 8. Ww! ev to eno dood bok omer aan 
Morkeqye eelinghoygo t4is07yg es Jud amt) 
wor «| of e19ne ,cey90 busied oF tnaw 

letavinn of) 6 16fsuTiand mm 


isgol Dak ,Asynuey exw nwol of) nodW 
we 


OTHER BUSINESSES 


The first hotel was built by a Mr. and 
Mrs. Adkins, south of the depot and termed 
"The Depot Hotel". They had a good bustn- 
ess but Mrs. Adkin's health wasn't too good 
and she was suddenly struck by the grim 
reaper. 

A Mr. Ross and his family took over for 
a while then we find the names of Carder, 
Morrison, I.N. Goln,Sr., Pete Weis and G. 
N. Halley as operators. Fire finally took 
the old building and it has not been replaced 
but the city fathers planned a clty park 
there with benches, tables, stoves and water 
provided. Many a picnic ts still held there 
under the shade trees. 

The other hotel, The Davidson House, 
was established in the early elghties, as the 
need of “another home away from home" 
became apparent. Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Dav- 
idson catered to all who needed their ser- 
vices for many years. They had lived on 
Sec. 4 Reading Twp. They sold their home- 
stead to Wm. Irwin of Jo Daviess Co., Il. 
who came to this county with his family of 
young people. When they retired to Ireton, 
they sold their farm to Henry Vlotho, who 
wanted it for his daughter, Clara. She 
later became Mrs. Hugo Wellnitz. Later, 
Davidson House became a bowling alley and 
a poolroom was added. Tlerman Bros. op- 
erated it for many years. It finally burn- 
ed down. 

We also had two jewelers in town. E.C. 
Carpenter was the first one, coming shortly 
after the railroad went through. He oper- 
ated it for many years, carrying a fine line 
of jewelery and fine china. He was a skill- 
ed watch maker. Many high school grad- 
uates received their watches from his shop 
as cherished yifts. The other jeweler was 
O.J. Ludwig, who conducted his shop in a 
corner of Frank Wilson's clothing store. 
He didn't stay with us too many years. 

Yes, we had two clothing stores. Mr. 
Wilson was ‘followed by J.H. Kidinler, who 
earlier had a general store. Mr. W.W. 
Sulser ran the other one and sold It to Karr 
and Taylor. They moved their merchandise 
to Pocahontas, Iowa about 1907. Mr. Kid- 
inler put his business in the hands of his 
sons, Chester and Marvin,’ who finally closed 
the stock out. 

The Parker brothers, Ermest and Fréd, 
operated a druy store for a long time. Er- 
nest sold it to his brother-in-law, John H. 
Pryon. It (8 no longer in extstence. Fred 
Parkes became postmaster. 

Restaurants have been run, over the 
years, by Mr. Parsons, Aug. Niehaus, Mrs. 


Stewart, C. Hilton, Geo. Rohe, Mary Pere—} 
boom, Mrs. Freda Hill, Da VanderHamm, 
Dick Vreeman, Paul VanderHamm, and the 
ones being operated now are those of L.| 
Goodmanson and Mrs. Igabel Baack. ) 

For a number of years,a. brickyard was 
operated here by M.C. Stolge, In the valley | 
northwest of Ireton where the sewage plant. 
18 now situated. It was abandoned about 
1902 or 1903. 

After the town was plotted in June of 
1882, the ratlroad began to build their road 
but tt wasn't ready for the rails until Oct- 
ober 1, 1883 when the tron strips were 
sptked down. The first train went through 
October 5, 1883 and that very day, the traltn. 
crew's work car burned with all their be- | 
longings, A great celebration for TLord| | 
Ireton's namesake. Land had béen left) 
along the south side of the right-of-way for 
elevators and shipping facllities. Immedlat- | 
ly, five elevators, a mill and stockyards | 
were bullt as well as a depot. The first | 
depot agent was Geo. Holden and he was the | 
first man to dte in Ireton. 


Mr. Carder was the first miller and! 
Peter Burns and a Mr. Cobb followed. Then! 
there was a Mr. Ensign from Hawarden who 
bought the mill and Mr. M. Schumucher ran 
it until they closed it, as flour was shipped) 
in from larger milling companies. 

Easy shipping facilities gave impetus to! 
cattle feeding and about 1907 - 1908, Ireton 
was shipping out 350 carloads of cattle to} 
the Chicago markets yearly. 

The elevators were run by H.B. Smith 
F,O. Parker,Sr., Travis Parker, B. WIl- 
coxsen and Taylor Bros. Then the Farm- 
ers' Cooperative Association was formed } 
and they bought out the Taylors. One of | 
the others burned and some dispused of in! 
other ways. Leonard Grau bought one and | 
tore it down, taking It to LeMars, where he } 
and his brother, Geo. Grau, used the lumber ' 
in building seceral cottages. } 


There were two lumber yards. J,H, 
Queal and Co. and F.M. Slagle. Queal and 
Co. shipped tn the first stock of lumber. 
Mr. Z. Parker was the manager for a short 
time. He was moved to another place and 
C.F. Farrand took his place and was here 
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for a long time. While here, he married 
one of the Irwin daughters, Anna. During 
that time, F.M. Slagle and Co. of Alton put 
in another stock of lumber with C.W. Plumb 
in charge. Then Mr. Dayton followed Mr. 
Plumb. Later, Mr. Slagle sold to Schoen- 
eman Bros. and J.J. Mueller acted as man- 
ager and Mr. Dayton was transfered to 
Paullina. Mr. Farrand's health began to 
fail, so he was succeeded by H.N. Kline- 
felter. He remained until the Farmers' 
Cooperative Assoclation was formed and 
bought the Queal Co. Finally, Shoeneman 
sold to the Farmer's Cooperative too and 
J.J. Mueller stayed on as manager. The 
Farmers' Cooperative now had the elevator 
and the lumberyard combined and they con- 
tinue that combination now. They have a 
large remodeled elevator with features 
never dreamed by the men who started the 
various small elevators in Ireton. 


Managers of the elevator have been: Wm. 
Taylor, Harry Sewick, Roland Peters, H.M. 
Brown, Harold Twillman and Wm. Rade- 
macher. Mamagers of the lumber yard have 
been: C.W. Plum, J.J. Mueller, Amos Rich- 
ardson,and Russel DeVos. At present, 
Ronald Shelton is overall manager with John 
Baade in the lumber yard. 

Mr. H.M. Brown |(s now owner of the 
elevator at McNally with an extensive bus- 
iness. Hts son, Ralph, ts connected with 


the business also. Another son, Charles, 
has the elevator at Hudson, So. Dakota and 
another son, Robert, has an elevator at 
Fairview. This has resulted tn a family 
affair of good cooperation, 

Jack Ping now ts the owner and operator 
of a feed business tn Ireton. He has his 
own feed mixers and caters to farmers for 
miles around. Wilbur Ellers also runs a 
feed business with services of many kinds 
for farmers. Leon DeRaad and Herman 
Dirksen are feed salesmen. The TenNaple 
Bros. run three portable feed grinders and 
Arthur Bartlett has two large portable corn 
shellers and John Gellerman has one.  Her- 
man Dirksen recently bought one also. 

G.L. Houlton bullt the building now. oce— 
upied by EUlers' Feed Store and ran a gar- 
age there and was the agent for the Chand- 
ler cars. Harry Smith ran a garage for 


awhile south of Fourth Street, then Wm. 
Miller operated it. At his death in 1951, 
it was taken over by Elsma Bros. and the 
other garage in town Is now run by Jake 
Sinkey. These men sell and service cars 
and service tractors. 

We now have two tmplement dealers; 
Stouxland Implement and Schmitz Implement. 
Stouxland Implement |s owned and operated 
by Bud Vreeman and Schmitz Implement Is 
owned and operated by Jack Schmitz. Ekdom 
Bros. had conducted the latter business 
formerly. Henry Hleren was one of our 
earlyday |mplement dealers with a well 
digger that was always In great demand. 
Sinkey and Fredericks also had a similar 
business, starting it In the basement of 
Fred Vlotho's store, then moving to ‘the old 
U.P. Church Property. 

Jack Carter was a colorful man In the 
earlier days. He was English by birth and 
came to America at the age of 20. He 
located {n Ireton tn 1882 where he construct- 
ed a machinery shop a block east of Malin 
Street on the north side of Fourth Street. 
His home was east In the same block, now 
owned by Peter Santema. He plied his bus- 
iness at thts locatton until he became in- 
terested in the promotion and constructlon 
of Ireton's first electric Itght plant in 1910. 
A one cylinder gasoline engine was installed 
in a new cement building between Second and 
Third Streets where the old livery barn had 
stood and we soon had electric lights re- 
placing the kerosene and gas lights that had 
been so inadequate. Mr. Carter held var- 
fous civie offices and during his four years 
as mayor, he worked hard for the new mod- 
ern Clty Hall. It was built, but he died 
before It was finally constructed and ded- 
teated tn 1932. 

J.P. Riter and sons, Orin and Lester, 
bullt a fine implement shop on the corner 
north of where the post office is now lo- 
cated. They expanded as their business 
grew and Orin ran a branch at Hawarden, 
Lester ran one at Craig, and finally, Merle 
Shawhan, a son-in-law, was In charge of 
the one at Akron. 

Over the years, there have been a num- 
ber of families Interested in thrashing mach - 
ines. The C.F. Bailey and C.P. Baileys 
ran the old horse power machines. Then 
they used steam engines with the accomp- 
anying water-boy hauling the water for the 
steam and coal for the fuel. L.A. Bailey 
and C.N. Bartlett had threshing rigs, as 
did Geo. Bartlett. The latter was the stand 
by and always sald that as long as Geo, 
White would act as his seperation man, he 
would stay with It. When Geo. White died, 
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Mr. Bartlett gave up and moved to town, 
buying the home across from his son, that 
had been erected by O.B. Kissey, ass't. 
cashier in the earlier days of the North-. 
Mrs. Bartlett still lives 
Mr. Bartlett died tn 1949, 


western Bank. 
there. 


Henry Vlotho, August VanderHamm and 
the Bushby Bros. also had threshing mach- 
ines. All the later machines were powered 
by gasoline engines. Not so picturesque 
perhaps, but so much more convenient. 
Now, farmers all use combines, which takes 
away from the neighborly spirit of former 
times, when everybody helped everyone else 
until the job was done. This has been a 
a boon to housewlves when only a half a 
dozen men come in for dinner, where be- 
fore, from twenty to thirty hungry thresh- 
ers had to be fed. for a week at each home. 
But, there too, neighbors helped neighbors. 


IRETON CLIPPER ADVERTISEMENT 
IN 1889 


Worsted Dress Goods at 12 cents per yard. 

All wool 38" Trego flannel 38¢ per yard. 

Our $2.00 blanket is a warmer. 

Gents silk handkerchlefs and mufflers from 
SOCT OSS 2: 00 

Ladies kid gloves tn all leading color$1. 00 

If anyone beats our men's all wool shirts at 

T5¢, we will plve you one, 
Complete Mine of nobby plush tles In all the 


colors 15¢ 
Good Wool Boots - - - -$1.00 a pair 
HERE COMES’ THE EYE OPENERS 
20°lbs. Prunes. - = = = <== 59" - 5 $1.00 
12 %bs.iGranulated sugar <\-"-.- == $1.00 
10 cans standard tomatoes - - - - - $1.00 
10 cans standard peas’ - =< - = = - - $1.00 
10° cans, Btandardscom. = = .<74 "=~ - $1.00 
10 cans standard blackberries - - - $1.00 
8 cans standard raspberries - - - $1.00 
5 Ibs. packaye: colie¢e = <= =~ - = = $1.00 


Choice table peaches 15¢ per can 

We are peaceful and don't want to kick 
up a dust, but will give you 7 lbs. of tea 
dust for only $1.00, 


General stores have been handled by var- 
fous people; Kidwiler, Byrnes, Willls and 


Wells, Fred Marlenau, Fred Vlotho, J. A. 
Jenson, Black and Haggard, Farmer's, 
Hynink, Wells and Hilton, Feldman and Gus- 
man, Earl Wells and finally, the Kor-nor 
Store run by Holtdorf and Wandling. R.A. 
Herwynen now operates his store and G. 
Bruxvoort runs the K.B. Store. 

Dr. AL, Craik. a Spanish-American War 
veteran wae our veterinarlan for many 
years. When nis health forred him to give 
up his practice, {t was taken over by Robert 
Fischer of Orange Cltv. He sold to Dr. 
E.J. Bild, a son of our medica) doctor, FE. 
le ERAACT In turn, he sold to Dr. James 
Brown, a gon of H.M,. Brown. But Ames 
Callege called Dr. Brown to returm there as 
an instructor. Now we have a classmate of 
his, Dr. Donald Wert, and a very busy man 
he its, 

Meat markets have been run by a Mr. 
Terpenning, A.C. Collins, Egyers and Stein 
Frank Struck, J. Y. Cartono, Stewart Brodie, 
Leslie Harker, P.J. Alvine and Pete Vander 
Berg. Locker plants have been.run by Paul 
Anema, Andy Anema and Bernard DeJong, 
Melvin Borgman, Roland Baack and Clarence 
Anema. Mr. Anema bought out his partner, 
Roland Baack and now operates {t by him- 
self. 

Barbers who have served Ireton, as near 


as we can learn, were Oscar Beck, a Mr. 
Henderson, W.E. Everett, Clarence and Al- 
len Riley, J. Y. Carteno, Bill Booth, Ermest 
Ehlers and Ernest Goodmanson. The latter 
has the longest record of tenure. 


Carpenters and contractors have been 
Wm. Johnson, Philo Warfield, Milton Miller, 
Sr. Ws, scott..G, Ij Riley, W..G. Calwill, 
WJ. Reld, C.H. Muth, W. Davis, Harry 
Wileoxen, George Grau, and now_the Schip- 
per Brothers. Ed Mulder also does a good 
bit of this type of work since retiring from 
the farm, 

One fact, remaining worthy of note, Is 
that when Stoux County made their plans to 
bulld a permanent court house in Orange 
City, the contract was awarded to W.S. 
Scott. Wm. Dealy of Reading Township was 
chairman of the Board of Supervisors at 
that time. 

Painters and decorators during the years 
have been John Hancock, Darling and Lang- 
don, N.N. Coon, Ben Wilson, John Morrt- 
son, Frank Buck, Ferguson and Shankland 
and Ike Goin, the latter having unusual skill 
In decorating tntertors of churches and 
large bulldtnzs. We might mention that for 
many years a woman, Mrs. W.T. Morrison, 
was in yreat demand for paper-hanging. 
She was both swift and neat. : 

This brings to our minds a story of one 
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of the earliest settlers told. He had bullt a 
sod house, plastering It inside with mud. 
His wife papered it. 


Of the various agents who were employed 


by the railroad, perhaps the one who will be © 


remembered the best Is A.T. Stafford, who 
came here tn 1899 and performed his dutles 
here for 28 years. He and his wife, Ada, 
were very active in community and soctal 
circles. He was a staunch supporter of the 
Masonic Order, and she was one of the 
charter members of our Women's Clvic 
Club, and also the Ireton Branch of the Red 
Cross. They were transferred to Alton 
where they lived for 14 years, then to Ha- 
warden where they spent their remaining 
years. Although they had no family of 
thelr own, they ralsed from early childhood 
Mrs. Stafford's brother, Cecil Cooper, who 
grew to manhood here and has made his 
home here continuously. 


Our area has provided two active county 
representatives to the State Legislature. 
C.F. Batley served two terms beginning tn 
1893, and J. F. Morris served from 1906. for 
two terms. Dan Montgomery was appointed 
to fill out the un-expired term of C.W. 
Carter of Rock Valley, who had resigned, 
but since there was no session after his ap- 
pointment, he never was active as a law- 
maker. 


M. McNally served on the Board of 
County Supervisors for two periods totaling 
eighteen years. 


Wm. Dealy also served on the Board of 
Supervisors for many years. Wm. Morgan 
was County Treasurer about 1884. 


Since the Chicago and Northwestern Rall- 
road has no service though 
for an occasional freight transportation of 
commodities for the stores, It ts done by 
truck; either by the wholesaler's truck or 
by Van Voorb’t of Rock Valley, who has a 
truck carrying all kinds of lighter freight. 
Much stock is still shipped out of the Ire- 
ton territory to the city markets itn Sloux 
City and Chicago. It ts all done by truck. 


There have been many so-called truck- 
ers, but one of the well-known ones was 
Albert Holtdorf, who recently retired and 
sold out to Peter Lockhorst. Harvey Bol- 
sen (8 our veteran trucker, having operat- 
ed his business many years. He recetved 
recognition by the Stockyards Assoclation 
for his advice on the care of handling stock. 
VandenBeryg, Dekker and Koopmans have 
semi-tratler trucks for long distance stock 
hauling. 


Ireton except. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Now when we go to the Out-door Mov- 
les, or sit quietly at home looking at T.V., 

wonder what the earllest settlers did for 
entertainment. We come to the conclusion 
that their life was so full of work that lf 
they ever had time to be entertained It was 
done by visiting a little with their netgh- 
bors, sharing experiences, and exchanging 
bits of news. 

As time went on, and youngsters grew 
up, we find that spelling-bees, home-talent 
shows and ball games filled some of their 
needs. 

School programmes, box and basket so- 
clals or ple soclals were held too. As 
larger barns were built, barn dances and 
husking bees were heard about, and, of 
course, debates and fiddler's contests. 
There were hard times parties too; these 
could easily be portrayed by these settlers. 

In the "Gay Nintles'"' a tent show was 
eagerly awalted by young and old alike. It 
was, "Uncle Tom's Cabin." A tent was 
pitched on some convenient lot and every- 
body In town and country turned out for 
thelr parade at noon. Announcement was 
made of a band concert at 7 P.M. with the 
performance at 8 P.M. Admission: 25¢ and 
35¢. 

What brought the crowds out, Topsy, 
Little Eva, Uncle Tom, or the blood-hounds 
chasing Elija across the tce? Or was lt 
the clown who was always threatening to 
"black the deacon's eye’? Whatever It was, 
Terry's Uncle Tom's Cabin Co. was eager- 
ly looked forward to each year. 

We always anticipated the Fourth of July 
celebration. M.M. Elder had taken what 
was known as a tree claim on the southeast 
corner of Sec. 8, as had Dave Patton just 
south of the cemetery. A homesteader 
could take an extra plece of land If he a- 
greed to set out twenty acres of trees. 
These two groves were popular places for 
picnics, since they weren't too far from 
town. We often went to one or the other 
for the Fourth. One also remembers Dec- 
Oratlon Day services being held tn the Pat- 
ton Grove, with a large platform and seats 
bullt by boards lent by the lumber compan- 
les. 

The G.A.R. Post and Women's Relief 
Corps, with a group of school children car- 
rytng flowers, led by a Drum and Fife 
Corps, would march out there for patriotic 
speeches, then cross to the cemetery to 
decorate the soldiers' graves. Later the 
services were held tn some bullding In 
town and the groups drove to the cemetery. 

Fred Vlotho had a general store bullding 
on the corner of Third and Malin Streets. 
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The stock of dry goods and groceries occ- 
upled the first floor and there was genercus 
storage space in the basement. But the 
second floor was the Ireton Hall. Here, 
dances, school programs, and varlous other 
forms of entertainment were held. An out- 
Side stalrway provided easy access. About 
1908 or 1908, Roy Mitchell bullt the Lreton 
Opera House, the building now occupted by 
Braaks Bros. Blacksmith Shop. Here, all 
the entertainment was held, including roller 
skating. 

About 1910, we began having an annual 
summer Chautauque In a huge tent pitched 
on a cqnventent vacant lot. The business- 
men took charge of It and we really had 
good talent appearing twice a day for five 
days. Some of the numbers on the programs 
were elecutionists, readers or Impersonat- 
ors, Swiss bell ringers, some rather noted 
orchestras and bands, and on the really 
serious side, once we had the governor of 
Colorado, a Spanish-American war hero, 
the asststant attorney general of the United 
States and many others. In later years, 
Ireton had a weekly moving picture and sey- 
eral summers, the merchants had outdoor 
movies on Saturday nights. 

There have been all sorts of celebrations 
such as baseball and softball leagues. Now 
our youngsters have supervised summer 
playground entertainment and a swimming 
program. 

IRETON CLIPPER 
Jan. 24, 1889 
LITERARY ENTERTAINMENT TO BE 
HELD AT THE HIGH SCHOOL 


Song - ''Farmer's Son Am I 
Every Inch A Man" - -+ Isa Sargent 


Select Reading - - - - --- - Angle Elder 
Song - Mame Byrnes, Allce Ross & Emma 

Kidson 
Paper - Alpha Gazetts - - Edited by Willle 


Law and Kate Burns © 


Debate - Maude Muller - - - Cora Morgan 
and Bert Wing 

Blography - - - - ----- Mary Randall 
Mock Trial - - - - The Case of the Widow 
Crowley 

Declamation - - - - - - Clarence Kidwiler 
Rock of Ages - - - ----- Angle Elder 
Sammie and Sally - - - - - Ettle Phillips 
Dialogue - - - - The Ghost tn the Kitchen 


Indlan Club Swinging 


Dialogue 'Demons of the Glass" © 
Bonnie Highland Lasste - -  Hattle Carder 
Little Meg and J - ----- - Kate Burns 


Song - Goodnight Ladles 

Proceeds to be used In purchasing a Ilbrary 
Admission: 10 and 15 cents 
Everybody cordially tnvited to attend. 
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The Auriliary of the American Leglon 
have kept 2 well stocked library for the use 
of the public for many years. [t was pro- 
posed and started by Mra. D.G. Johnson, 
who lost a son tn the first World War. Her 
enthusiasm really inspired the rest of the 
community to donate many books and mag- 
azines and {t maintained about 1800 volumes, 
The members of the Auxlilary acted as 
librarians and served without any remuner- 
ation, thus giving their contribution to so- 
clety. Often, there were story hours for 
the youngsters. 


OUR FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Our Volunteer Fire Department was form- 
ed on January 30, 1895. The group met tn 
February and wrote out thelr by-laws and 
in June of that year, they elected John H. 
Pryor as their chief. 

Their first equipment of any note was a 
No. 5 Champlon Chemical Engine of 100 
gallon capacity from the Flre Extinguisher 
Mfg. Co. The town records show it to have 
been bought {tn the fall of 1894 and that an 
engine house 12x16x18 ft. was bullt on Mrs. 
Bennett's lot. This is where the Eisma 
Bros. Garage now staids. <A bell was put 
up there in 1899. 

A Hook and Ladder Wagon was bought 
in 1903. Since there was an ordinance or 
law that a member of the fire department 
did not have to pay poll tax, It wasn't hard 
to get members. 

Twenty-five members was set as the 
number on the roll. They still maintain 
that number, although the poll tax law no 
longer extsts. 

About the turn of the century the com- 
mon council, who had been meeting in vari- 
ous homes or Offices of professional men, 
built or secured the building that Is the 
east half of the Van Oort's Produce Station 
now. Calling it the Town Hall, they held 
their business meetings, public elections 
there, and it housed the fire equipment. 


In 1930 the old equipment was motorized 
on a Model T truck by Wm. Calwill, Henry 
Braaks and John Vlotho, Jr. Later lt was 
put on a Model A truck which can stlll be 
used; then an Internatlonal truck, made by 
Luverne Co., was purchased. 

When the new Clty Hall was fintshed tn 
1932, room had been provided for the fire 
equipment. In 1960 a Dodge truck with: 
Luverne equipment carrying 1000 gallons of 
water was bought by a group of Interested 
persons, to be used In the rural areas in 
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case of need. This group has thelr own in the City Fire House and manned by the 
organization, but the ae tach 1s housed Ireton Volunteer Fire Department. 
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THE "MECHANIZED" IRETON FIRE DEPARTMENT OF 1926 * 
One interesting circumstance that could on and entered a tournament. The rallroad 
be related here is that the Fire Department let them use a flat car and hauled It to 
went to Orange City on Sept. 20, 1907 with their destination free of charge. 
their Hose Cart and Hook and Ladder Wag- 
ON THEIR WAY TO ORANGE CITY IN 1907 
ee ee _ j = 
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IRETON'S MODERN COMMUNITY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
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FORM OF GOVERNMENT 


Ireton has a population of a little over. 
500 and it {s governed by a council elected 
at large every two years. A mayor con- 
ducts the meetings which are held the first 
Monday of every month. Flve members 
compose the council, besides the mayor, 
clerk and treasurer. 

In looking over the old town records, we 
find the first meeting was held November 
11, 1890, when the town was Incorporated at 
the Bank of Ireton. 

The oath of office was administered to 
Mayor Geo. M. Harding by H.F, McKeever, 
a notary public. In turn, Mayor Harding 
then administered the oath to the trustees 
elect, H.F. McKeever, H.B. Smith, R.L. 
Wheeler, A.H. Mosher, D. Nichaus and D.E, 
Wing, with C.W. Plumb, recorder. 

They drew lots for terms of office with 
the short term ending in March of 1891 for 
two of the trustees, the next term to end in 
March of 1892, and for the longest, term to 
end in March of 1893. 

No mention of a treasurer was made at 
this time, but committees on Finance, Or- 
dinances and Street Affairs were appointed. 
In December, E.R. Terpenning was appoint- 
ed Marshal, to serve without pay until the 
first meeting of the new council. 

We found record of a Board of Health 
appointed tn March, 1896 with Dr. A.H. 
Mosher as Health Officer. 

We do not know much about water for 
use by town, but for home use most of the 
citizens had dug cisterns for their water 
supply. We did find a motion made tn July 
of 1891 that the Street Commissloner repair 
the town well and put In a good pump. We 
know that much later a good bit of trouble 
was experlenced as the town grew, and wells 
were dug at various places. Gas engines 
were used to pump. 

Finally, a good-water-works system was 
put in with a wooden tank on a tower on a 
lot on upper Main Street. It has stnce been 
bullt higher with a steel tank above tt, and 
the town well its located in the extreme 
southeast part of town. The ball park and 
the pumping station ts there. 

After a number of years of meeting In 
varlous offices of public-minded citizens, a 
town hall was put on the east side of Main 
between Fourth and Fifth Street, which was 
also used as a home for the flre engine. 
Later the fire company occupled a building 
between Main and Elm Street on the south 
side of Fourth St. Here town electlons 
were held, and the councll held thelr meet- 


ings. 

About 1932 a fine brick bullding was 
bullt on the south side of Fourth Street be- 
tween Main and East Street. This has a 
good-sized auditorium and stage, with aff- 
{ces and halls on the first floor; and a good 
basement housing the Library, run by the 
Auxillary, with Council Rooms, Dining Room, 
Kitchen, Rest Rooms and Furnace Room. 

To the rear we find an addition that 
houses the equipment of the Fire Depart- 
ment. This room has easy outlet to the 
alley in the rear, and a wide pavement a- 
long the bultlding leading to the Street in 
front. 

At the time of dedication a portralt of 
Lord Ireton was glven by friends or decen- 
dants of him and presented to Ireton. 

The town jail Its located in a cement 
block building on the lot near the water 
tank. 

We have always felt that our city offl- 
cers have done thelr best for the town. 
However, with the growing respect for wo- 
men's ability, a slate of womens names for 
town officlals was put up at one general el- 
ection with Mrs. D.G. Johnson for Mayor, 
Mrs. Harry Sewick for Treasurer, Mrs. D. 
R. Stewart for Assessor; and for Council 
Members, Mrs. Hal Vande Water, Mrs. John 
Vilotho, Mrs. Fred Schuette, Mrs. Raymond 
Steele and Mrs. Frank Parrot. 

This attracted much attentlon and much 
amusement, and accounts were carried In 
city papers. When the election was over, 
the women hadn't won, but they had totaled 
up a goodly number of votes. 

The present mayor {s John Ekdom. 
Gerald Juffer ts Clerk and Art Sinkey Is 
town Treasurer. The five regular members 
are Emery Vlotho, G.T. Juffer, Wilbur 
Vreeman, Jack Ping and Alfred Hemming- 
son. Elections are held every two years. 


"IRETON GENERAL MANAGER" AND 


MRS, D.E. WING 
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> Some of the older residents remember 
D,E. Wing as being the "General Manager" 


of Ireton. Consequently, it has been sald 


that he was the first mayor. He wasa 
very progressive man, and Itt would be natu- 
ral for him to take the Initative in commun- 
\ty affalrs. But the first minutes of the tn- 
corporated town, written in 1890, gtve the 
name George M, Harding as mayor. So we 
draw the conclusion that a sort of informal 
government must have held sway before that 
date. 


OUR POSTAL SERVICE 


The earllest records of mail service tell 


the good news that on July 4th, 1871 a mail 
route was eStablished, running from LeMars 
to Luverne, Minn. Before this time, people 
from Reading and Center Twps. had had to 
go to LeMars to mail a letter or get word 
from home. This route ran by way of 
"Oshkosh" on the south east quarter of Sec. 
2 of Reading Twp. with Jas. Cattrill as 
Postmaster. Mr. Cattrill didn't live many 
vears and at his death, a Mr. Lias took care 
of the mail until, in a few years, it's post 
office was moved to the farm of Wm. Dally 
at the northeast quarter of Sec. 11, where 
it remained until the office in Ireton was 
established with Levi M, Black as post- 
master. The carrier was a Samuel Bell- 
esfield of Sioux Twp. The mail was prob- 
ably transported by pony express. Mail 
was also carried throush Washington Twp. 
but on the route running from Stoux City to 
Sioux Falls. Theotirst record of thus was 
in 1&77. when Chas. Tarbox was appointed 
nostmaster of Corn Valley on the southeast 
Comer ah, Seccac. 

The # llowing is a copy of his commision 
sapphed by tis daughter, Mrs. Minnie Day 
POS ta CSO Na ols 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

David M, Kev 
Postmaster General Of the United States of 
America 

Whereas. on the 4th day of May, L8tT 
Caarles P, Tarbox was appointed Postmaster 
at Corn Valley in the County of Sioux, State 
of Jowa, and whereas he did on the 21st day 
of May, 1877 execute a bond. ,.now, know 
Wen That, confiding in the integrity... of 
the paid Charles P. Tarbox, I do commitss- 
tun him as postmaster... at Corn Valley 
afuresald... the twenty-sixth day of May In 
the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and peventy-seven, and of the In- 
dependence of the United States the one 


hundredth and first. 

Jas. N. Tyner 

Acting Postmaster General 
Seal has a pony 

express rider on 

it 


SEAL. 


1880 found this post office transfered to 
a Mr. Root on the northeast quarter of Sec. 
2, who probably held the office until It was 
combined with the office {n Ireton tn Nov- 
ember of 1882. 

The government allowed the fixtures to 
this office to be placed tn a corner of a 
Mr. Kilberg's new store building, now known 
as the Kay Bee Store. About 1885, Mr. W. 
U. Sulser was appointed postmaster and the 
equipment was moved to a small building 
nearer the center of that block, where It 
remained for many years. 

In 1910, rural free delivery became a 
reality saving the out of town residents 
many trips to get their mail and It went out 
“dally. W.W. Overholser was postmaster 
at that thme and J.A. Lindenman, Fred Sar- 
gent and W.A. Morgan were to be the carr— 
ters on the three routes to be extablished. 
Because of hits knowledye of the country to 
be served, the postmaster gave the job of 
laying out the routes to Mr. Lindenman. 
His daughter, Mrs. C.C. Cooper, tells of 
accompanving her father when, with help, 
he took a hay rack of posts and matl boxes 
to be set. His route was # 2 and he trav- 
elled south, southwest and west of Treton. 
Mr. Morgan had-# 1 which was north and 
Mr. Sareent had # 3 which was southeast. 
Mr. Morgan, a Civil War Veteran was suce- 
eeded in a few vears by Bert Wing and Mr. 
Sargent by Myron Satterlee, but Mr. Lind- 
enman served for thirty-two years. They 
first went in baugyies with horses or mules 
then advanced to a sort of enclosed buyyy 
equipped with boxes for conventence of keep- 
ing the mail sorted. The routes were forty 
or more miles long and roads often were 
bad. In the winter, they often had to have 
small heaters to keep thelr feet warm. 
People were so prateful to have their mat) 
close that many had coffee ready for the 
mailman and often a gift of a meal, chick- 
ens, ete. were left at the box: for him. 
Even the horses often had a sack of oats 
waiting for them. 

With the advent of cars and better roads 
the matlmen had better going. The first 
car, an open Reo, was used by Mr. Satter- 
lee and people stood on the streets near 
the post office to watch him take olf. 

Mr. Lindenman was the man who was 
interested In his work the longest. He help- 
ed organize the state Rural Mat! Carrters' 
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Association and was National Vice-President 
for several year. He helped secure many 
benefits for mall carriers, including the pen- 


sion plan. 
In addition to his mail dutles, he had 


time to serve the local school board as 
thelr secretary for many years and he also 
served on the county school board of educat- 
{on for some time. He was active in his 
church and was especially interested in his 
work with young people. 


J. A. LINDENMAN, ONE OF THE FIRST 
IRETON RURAL CARRIERS 


The Ireton post office ts a so-called 


At one time, three 


"Third Class" office. 
the west 


trains a day carrled mall tn from 


and three trains dally brought tt from the 


east. Mall time at the post office was al- 


ways an exciting one. 
after the train came 
dray wagon to come up a 
bags of mall and, according to th 


in to walt for the 
nd dump off the 


People stood around 


e number 


of bags, to speculate ag to how long it was 
going to take for the postal employees to 
get it distributed. 

As rallroads took off trains, the hours 
at the post office were shortened somewhat 
and about 1938, star routes, overland brought 
mail from LeMars. Then the rural mall 
routes were combined, so since we have 
only two routes out of Ireton. About 1949, 
all trains carrying mail were taken off the 
C,&N.W.R.R. from Hawarden to Alton and 
mall Is now brought in by star routes. The 
Des Moines and Sioux Clty papers are brought 
in by thelr own carriers. Now the rural 
routes are nearly seventy miles long and 
our carriers are John Moeller and Harry 
Sm (th. 

Our postmasters over the years have 
been: Levi Black, W.U. Sulser, S.H. Carr, 
W.W. Overholser, Levi Black the second 
time, Lloyd Paul, F.O. Parker, John Moeller, 
and Walter Peters. The post office {s now 
located on the east side If the street, occ- 
upying a brick bullding that was bullt for a 
bank and used for that purpose by several 
banks that came and went. 


OUR NEWSPAPERS 


Our first newspaper was printed In 1884 
by B. Frank Knapp and he called tt "The 
Ireton Clipper". Records aren't complete 
about the early papers, but some remember 
a F.W. Parsons who edited it for awhile, 
then Roy Wheeler tock over, followed by W. 
W. Overholser, who was here a number of 
vears, aso serving .as postmaster during hls 
residency here. He sod tt to Lee PD: May- 
nard who chaneed the chime ta, “The breton 
Ledger." ELO, Frees came in and printed 
it for a few vears after Me. bavis had been 
here a vear or so. When Mr. Frees decided 
to go west, A.J. Bergstrom came in for a 
number of years. Since that time, a number 
of people have edited it for short periods of 
time. 

At the present time we have a newspaper 
called ''The Ireton Booster", edited by R.C. 
Groom, who is also superintendent of schools 
here. He began it in the summer of 1954 
as a shopping sheet and the following fall 
had the senior journalism class in the high 
school take it over. 

When it became a legal newspaper, It 
recelved national recognition as bei{ng the 
first legal town newspaper in the country 
to be published by a group of high school 
students. 

The paper was taken over by each succ- 
eeding journallsm class until the school 
reorganized tn 1960. Funds earned from 
advertising sponsored‘an expense pald ed- 
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ucational tour week in Minneapolis for each 
graduating class. 

When the school was no longer able to 
publish the paper, Mr. Groom took the paper 
over himself and with the help of Mrs. 
Groom and Mrs. Wm. Twillman, as report- 
er, he still publishes it. 


OuR SCHOOLS 


Two rural schools were attended by some 
of the children who later attended school 
in Ireton when the town was laid out and a 
school system set up, if such It could be 
called. One school was established on the 
northeast corner of Sec. 11 in Washington 
Twp., known as the Tarbax school and later. 
One school was built on the southeast cor- 
ner of Sec. 6 in Reading Twp. This was 
the land homesteaded by Henry Kluter in 
1872 and the school was bullt in 1875. Be- 
fore this, some of the children had gone to 
the Tarbox School. Miss Bannister was 
the first teacher of the school known as # 3. 

In 1884, Ireton had been established and 
platted and as the people were moving in, 
a school was called for itn the town. So 
* 3 was moved to the spot known as the 
"Schoolhouse Hill" ever since. It was added 
to and used until 1887. A Mr. Roy Wheeler 
who had come from Monrve, Wisc. was the 
first teacher here and a Miss McCallum 
taught the intermediate grades and a Miss 
Montgomery taught the littlest ones. The 
members of the school board were: M.M. 
Elder, a farmer from southeast of town; 
L.M. Black, the postmaster, and D,E. Wing, 
the druggist and harness dealer. 

In 1887, a four-room building was erect- 
ed, two rooms downstairs and two rooms 
upstairs. The little building was bought 
by a Mr. Milton A. Miller and moved down 
the hill and remodeled into a residence on 
Elm Street. Chas. Cobb, son of. one of the 
earlier settlers became interested in a high 
school and suggested tt to the school board. 
They-fell ty with the idea but since there 
weren't public funds ‘available for this type 
of a project, the citizens just went out to 
raise the money in every possible way and 
kept the school going. 

Mr. Cobb was elected superintendent and 
Miss McCollum and Miss Montgomery were 
the grade teachers. They only maintained 
ten grades at that time. 

The first class, numbering six, grad- 
uated in 1890; Anna Moffet Burdan, Kath- 
erine Burns, Angie Elder Ferguson, Robert 
Brown, Sarah Davison Kline and Bert Wing. 
They proudly posed for thelr graduation 
pleture and forty years later, In 1930 they 
posed for another picture together with Mr. 


Cobb, then connected with the East High 
School in Stoux City and M.M. Elder, who 
had been their president of the school board 


in 1890 but was making his home In Calltf- 
ornia. 


The entire community helped to plan this 


reunion. They were honored guests of the 
class of 1930 and also at the Alumni Ban- 
quet and several other social functions 
given for them. Now, in 1961, only one 
member of the class (s left. Angie Elder 
Ferguson. She is an especially honored 
guest at all Alumni functions. 

The school continued to grow, so in the 
summer of 1894, a small building was built 
just east of the two story bullding and when 
the fall term started, the lst and 2nd grades 
were housed here with Nell Ingersoll as the 
teacher. The 3rd and 4th grades were 


housed in one of the downstairs rooms of 
the other building, the 5th and 6th grades 
in the other downstairs room and the 7th 
and 8th grades were upstairs, as was the 
high school, which soon added the 11th 
grade. 


The basic subjects were taught tn the 
grades while gradually algebra, geometry 
and Latin were added in the high school. 

Soon, more room was needed, S50 an add- 
ition of two rooms were added to the south- 
east corner of the larger building and the 
small building was bought by a Mr. Irving 
Knowlton, moved across the street west and 
made into a residence, now occupled by Mrs. 
Alice Wells. 

In 1915, a new three-story bullding was 
contracted for, completed and occupled In 
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less than a year. The top floor was occ- 
upted by the high school and the middle 
floor by the grades. The ground floor had 
&@ manual training room and a lunchroom. 
This: was also used as a gymnasium before 
the new auditorlum was built in 1952. All 
debts on the main bullding was paid tn 1934. 


Since 1920, many new courses have been 
added. That year, a full commerclal de- 
partment was set up. 

Biology, chemistry, physics and journalism 
were also added, keeping Ireton High School 
up to the standard of all high schools. We 
have been very proud of the Ireton school. 
They have had many extra-curricular act- 
ivitiles and have had many records of excell- 
ence to their credit such as debate, elocutlon, 
declamatory, etc. In 1919, a team composed 
of Mabel Johnstmm, Pearl Riter and Rena Van 
Dyke won the state debate champtonship. In 
1920, a team composed of Dara Bartlett, 
Claude Parrott and Rosena Ricklefs won the 
N.W. Iowa championship. B.G. Tye trained 
them. In 1920, a team of Hubert Zilm, 
Rosena Ricklefs and Lola Riter won 13 out 
of the 15 points in the county contest. Their 
trainer was Margaret Olson. Later, they 
won the county contest. 


Basketball was played before the new 
schoolhouse was built. In fact, the first 
games were played out-of-doors; the girls' 
teams being really "Bloomer Girls", for 
thelr sults were made of heavy blue serge 
with full pleated bloomers - no knees show- 
ing. But they did some good playing and 
later teams have kept up the record, for In 
1954, the girls won the sectional tournament 
with coach Robert Stevens. 


IRETON "BLOOMER GIRLS", NAOMI 
COLLINS, ELLEN PEEBLES, HAZEL 


CARTANO, ZANA MARIENAU, IDA 


TAYLOR 


Mustc has produced some outstanding 
groups. Music was Started in 1892 but 
seems not to have done much untll the Wo- 
man's Club petitioned the school board at a 
much later date. to hire a regular teacher. 
The presSure became so strong that the 
board hired Anne Wlehaus to take over at 
once in the middle of the year. 

In the last five years of Ireton's school 
being an independent school, Ireton's par- 
ticipants have received over 30 first awards 
and 94 seconds. Ireton's track teams have 
excelled. In 1920, Hubert Zilm broke the 
county pole-vault record. In 1921 and again 
in 1928 Ireton had a leading team In track. 
In 1928, Ted Hoogland, alone, made almost 
as many points at the county track meet as 
Ireton's nearest competitor. The other 
members of the team were: Carl Braaks, 
Verd Satterlee, Gilbert Lindenman, Harold 
Twillman, Wendell Taylor, Hollis Karr, 
Milton Wells, Earl Campbell and Leonard 
VanderHam. L.O,. Wickland was thelr 


coach. 
For several years a football team, under 
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Mr. Handley, played for the honor of Ireton 
but football has never been of too much tn- 
terest in the Ireton school. 

An Alumni Association was formed in 
1920 and put on a banquet at the end of that 
school year, honoring the graduates of that 
year and giving the old graduates an oppor- 
tunity of a reunton. It has had an annual 
meeting every year since with an occasional 
mid-year get-together. 

From a beginning of 75 to 90 reservat- 
ions they now have from 225 up. That is 
a pretty good average, since many of the 
Older ones have passed on and others are 
scattered to the ends of the earth. 

The Ireton school has graduated 877 and 


from these, have come, teachers, lawyers, 


doctors, missionaries, ministers, engineers, 
Singers, nurses, authors, contractors, pianists, 
federal employees and last but not least, 
many farmers, who are helping to feed the 
rest of the world. 

Many of our graduates served in World 
War J, World War II and the Korean War 
and several have made the supreme sacri- 
fice. 

The Ireton schools have become a part 
of the West Sioux Community School Ditst- 
rict, but their influence will never dle, 
for as a stone Is thrown in the water and 
the ripples form tn ever-widening circles, 
which reach, no one knows where. The 
records of the Ireton grade and High School 
will always reach into the far corners of the 
world. 

One of the interesting things In the ex- 
perience of youngsters going to school sixty 
years ago was walking the high board walk 
built Over the low ground just west of the 
schoolhouse. Many a youngster on the west 
side of town had to have a father's hand 
to hang onto on a windy day or he would 
have been blown off, even if it did have a 
railing on either side. And tn the thawing 
season, or after a hard rain, youngsters 
loved to lean over those railed sides and 
watch the rushing water pass about five 
feet below them. Some even ventured to 
wade across, with the danger of a scolding 
from their mothers when they got home, 

On a moonlight evening, some of the 
older young people of the town used that 
high board walk for a lovers' lane. We 
were s0rryv to bee It zo. 


e aV eeeren ta 


The Christlan Reformed Congregation 
have a parochial school In Ireton. It was 
first held in the little church that they had. 
first used for worship services and moved 
across the street when thetr needs were 
taken care of by a larger church bullding. 
It soon began to be too small for the number 
of children who wished to attend there. A 
new brick bullding was bullt and since, that 
too, had to be enlarged. 


OuR CHURCHES 


THE FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 


In the spring of 1912 a few Dutch fami- 
lies met tn a school house west of Ireton 
and organized a Sunday School. In 1913 
the Dunker Church building, which stood In 
the northern part of Plymouth County, was 
given to them and moved tnto town. | It had 
small additional halls and was used until 
early tn 1958 when a large crew of volun- 
teers from thts church and the Maurice 
church began taking down the old wooden 
structure. The salvaged material was sold 
at auction, beginning the nucleus of funds 
for a new church home, 

Work progressed during the summer 
months as members could give the time. 
The first service was held tn the basement 
on Thanksgiving morning. 

The finished church was dedicated Dec- 
ember 8 and 9, 1958. It Is a beautiful 
church with a seating capacity of 320. The 
Rev. Henry F. Senne {is the present pastor. 
A parsonage near the church was bullt a 
number of years ago. 
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8T. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 


In 1886 a number of families near or 
west of Ireton wished to have a more con- 
venient location, and since the town was 
growing rapidly, they met and organized a 
Lutheran church known as St. Paul's Ger- 
man Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


THIS PICTURE OF THE GERMAN 
LUTHERAN CHURCH WAS TAKEN 
IN 1908. 
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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH AS IT STANDS TODAY 


They, too, met at homes for awhile. 
The charter members were H. Kluter, L. 
Garrels, R.A. Rimmerman, Chas. Henrich, 
H. Witt, F.W. Marlenau, Theo. Ball, C. 
Cordson, Aug. Schmedhans and Jesse Moos. 
Some of these had been tn St. John's church 
but transferred for reasons of convenience 
in reaching worship services. 

They soon built a small bullding costing 
$465. Wm. Pereboom was the contractor. 
It wasn't too long until they had to build a 
larger church to take care of thelr needs, 
then a parsonage, soon a larger parsonage 
and finally a beautiful new church which ls 
in keeping with the rapid growth of the or- 
ganization. 

They maintained a school near the church 
until after World War I. The pastor gave 
religious instruction and taught classes in 
the basic subjects of the elementary grades, 
After the war the school was abandoned. 

The butiding now stands on upper Main 
Street, not too far from the church and has 
been remodeled Into a modern residence, 
owned by Fred Kluter, the son of the char- 
ter member, Henry Kluter. 


Among the ministers who have served 
the church have been the Rey. Damman, the 
Rev. Hugo Grimm, the Rev. J. Richard 
Schmidt, the Rev. Schwenk, the Rey. Bruch, 
the Rev. Krieger and the Rev. Paul Fried- 
rich. 

The church. is celebrating their Jubilee, 
or 75th anniversary, this year. 
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METHODIST CHURCH 


We find records of services being held 
in the fall of 1870 tn a school house that 
had been built on the northeast quarter of 
section 33 tn Reading Township. 


A little later services were held in the 
Tarbox schoolhouse on Sec. 11 tn a school 
house that was the first one to be erected 
in what |s now Washington Township, but 
was then a part of Buncombe Township. 
Whether the two groups were in any way 
connected, we do not know, but the Rev. 
Batchelor of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
was in charge of that in Reading Township. 

About 1874 a building was erected on the 
southeast corner of Sec. 7, where a plot had 
been laid out for a community cemetery. 

In 1884, Ireton having been established 
and the congregation growing, this building 
was moved to town and put on a lot at the 
corner of Fifth and Main Streets. Ina 
short time this bullding was found to be too 
small, so it was moved again to Elm Street 
and converted into a residence. 

A new church edifice was erected and 
barely dedicated when a cyclone hit the area 
and caused damage to the building. Then in 
1692 the spire was struck by lightening and 
badly damaged. Finally in January of 1904 


the new church was completely destroyed by 
fire. 


Angrher larger church was erected at the 


bame Joration and it, too, was destroyed by 
fire ir. April of 1922. But the Methodists 
never pave up. Plans were begun immedi- 
ately for the erecting of a larger church 
OPM th level Kou 2 It still stands. 


8T. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Reading Township has a German Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church known to us as 8t. 
John's Lutheran Church. It was established 
in 1875 with a membership of seven famt- 
lies. Services were held in homes a while, 
then tn a school house until 1884 when a 
church was built on a 40 acre tract located 
In the southeast quarter of Sec. 15, which 
had been acquired for church, school and 
cemetery purposes. In 1888 a parsonage 
was added, and in 1894 a school house was 
bullt near for religious instructions. 

These have all been remodeled and beau- 
tifully landscaped, and taken care of in such 
a way that It ts known as one of the beauty 
spots of this area. 


CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 


The Christian Reformed Church was or- 
ganized in 1908. Church services were 
held for a few weeks In the Clty Hall. The 
Center Chapel, four miles north, that had 
been used years before by Methodists was 
bought and plans made to move it to the lo. 
cation. just east of the public school. The 
Misstonary Pastor, the Rev. P. Van Vliet, 
served the congregation, and, after moving 
his family to Ireton in June, thelr worship 
services were held in the United Presbyter- 
lan Church until their church would be rea- 
dy for occupancy. 

About that time two barns were bullt to 
care for the horses that carried the mem- 
bers to services. Next, a parsonage was 
bullt, the contract given to Wm. Reld. 

The Rev. Hallebeck then became pastor 
and during hts five years of ministry the 
congregation grew so raptdly that during 
the pastorate of the Rev. F. Schurman a 
new church was built. 

The old church building was moved a- 
cross the street and served as a Christian 
School building untll a larger, more modern 
building could be attained. This has been 
enlarged once since, and {ts a beautiful 
building with a large playground. 

During the Rev. W. Terpsma's pastorate 
from November of 1918 until November of 
1925, the congregation was in a transition 
period from the Holland to the English lan- 
guage. 

Later ministers were the Rev. Van Far- 
owe, the Rev. J.R. Van Dyke, the Rev. P. 
Ouwinga, the Rev. John Hulst and several 
students. The present pastor Is the Rev. 
Alfred Hannink. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


The United Presbyterlan congregation 
was Organized by the Rev. J.A. Monteith of 
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the College Springs Presbytery, assisted by 
the Rev. J.D. Graham on November 2, 1883 
with 17 members. No record has been 
found that tells where they held services, 
but a contract between Philo B. Warfield 
and the trustees of the new congregation, 
dated the 17th of September 1885 agrees 
that Mr. Warfield bulld a. church building 
on the corner of Fourth and Elm Streets. 
This church was completed and used for 
many years. But with a change of popu- 
lation it was disbanded tn 1920. The bulld- 
ing still stands, minus the steeple, and {ts 
used by other Interests. 


The present First Presbyterlan Church 
was built tn 1901-02 with a small group of 
the early day ploneers who hadn't found a 
church home here that met the needs of 
thelr training. The church has grown in 
membership and decreased several times 
as the older members have passed on, and 
the younger people have gone out into the 
world. But its influence has been felt, for 
ministers have gone out from thls church, 
missionaries have gone to foreign flelds and 
many have established Christian homes and 
are bringing up good citizens. 

There are none of the charter members 
now living. 


THE OLD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BUILDING ABANDONED IN 1920 


BaNDs 


We have had bands come and go; but the 
band that really attracted the most attentlon 
In this area was a band organized by Lee 
D. Maynard, our editor, in the early 1900 
perlod. 


They were very good and greatly in de- 
mand at all kinds of celebrations tn all of 
Northwest Iowa. 

These were boys who were 16 years of 
age and under, although we have often won- 
dered about the drummers, 


In their dark red sults they were really 
a Snappy-looking group, even tf small in 
number as bands go now-a-days. 

They were together for several years 
until several left the community after grad- 
uation. 


Our EARLY JNDUSTRY 


One son, Herman, of the Hodam family, 
early day settlers, was a blind boy. When 
he reached the age to be taught a trade, he 
was sent to Vinton to the State School for 
the Blind. Here he learned the art of 
broom-making. His family built a bullding 
where he worked at his trade. He was a 
very adept and perceptive man, and would 
walk the mile or so into town carrying an 
armload of his brooms. He supplied the 
stores, and many of the homemakers bought 
directly from him. He made good brooms, 
and many of us would like to get one now, 
"...as good as Herman's" 

No one ever heard a complaint about his 
lot in life. He was a faithful church mem- 
ber; and he never passed a building where 
he wanted to stop. We have seen him ex- 
plaining to a blind friend just where each 
merchant or other business men were locat- 
ed, as they walked down the street, and he 
never made a mistake about it. 

When the South Dakota fever swept the 
country and took many of our friends to 
seek greener pastures, the Hodam family, 
too, went to South Dakota taking Herman 
with them. 


FINE STOCK 


In the early part of the twentieth cen- 
tury, 2 number of the farmers around Ire- 
ton became interested in pedigreed stock. 
In Washington Township M.A. Karr had a 
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fine herd of Black Angus cattle on the Clo- 
verdale Stock Farm. Anton Pierre had 
named his farm, with Clydesdale Horses, 
"Forest View Stock Farm." Byron Lawton 
on Ash Grove Stock Farm specialized in 
Shorthorn and Durham cattle, and Poland 
China hogs. The McNally Bros. had always 
had a big herd of Black Angus cattle. D. 
G, Johnson of Evergreen Farm and C,R. 
McCrory of Eagle Township always kept a 
good herd of Shorthorn milk cows. 

In Center Township R.C. Brown had 
Hereford cattle and Hugh Irwin had Duroc 
Jersey hogs. But the most attention was 
led to the Shorthorn cattle and Duroc Jersey 
hogs of C.R. Steele of Willow Lane Stock 
Farm. He held large sales on his farm, 
attracting buyers from a wide area. Later 
he delt in Percheron and Clydesdale horses. 


Ben Mauw of Walnut Grove Farm raised 
Coach horses and Hamiltonion horses. The 
two men showed their stock at fairs all o- 
ver the state and beyond. Hugh Irwin had 
Duroc Jersey hogs. Louls Vander Hamm 
was perhaps the largest breeder of hogs in 
Reading Township. his strain being the Dur- 
oc Jersey. 


For pure interest and amusement for 
children was the pursuit of David Hammond 
who raised Shetland ponies. These he had 
antu he moved to California, and many were 
the youngsters around the country who owned 
ponies from that famous group. Chris 
Bushby carried on the tradition until he was 
nc longer able to take care of them. J. W. 
Bustby and sons also had a number of those 


ponies. 


Tae JR. Kank -bOns Nadeone solemn, 
Hammond's punies fur many years. On 
losing her. they bought a pedtgreed mare 
arc stallicn from the Welty Farm at Neva- 
da. Juwa and raised ponies fur years. Two 
wieresting things have been noted tn thetr 
experience. One was the fact that the rail- 
road cumpany had a rule that ‘pedigreed 
horses cuuldn't be shipped tn the same 
railroad car abs anything else. So when a 
en.all Shetland mare and two-month colt 
‘ame ints tuwn in a stuck car termed a 
hearivac ol purses.) lt caused. quitesa, stir 
amornpy the townspeople. 


Anothe: iUibtarce of Interest was the fact 


that one «ff tue Karr po.ieb. a very small 
ye, Wee & 10 and &'.:,0d to England for 
Lee eee tag tL ebewa weet 1 940), 


A :-emter uf the citizens of town kept 
fre Crivuny Lorees for pleasure driving, 
anc the faret Shetland pony and cart tn town 
Was owned Ly the TC. Collins children. 


SMALLPOX EPEDEMIC 


Epidemics still come and go in spite of 
medical science, and the early settlers had 
thelr share. But the two most sertous ones 
were the smallpox and diptherla epidemics. 
Diptherla hit many homes, but the smallpox 
epidemic was of farther-reaching and more 
serlous proportions. 


We have records of the disease hitting 
people in the winter of 1880-81, but It hit 
this area the following winter. People 
didn't know what it was and weren't proper- 
ly cautious. They had to go to Stoux Clty, 
LeMars, Elk Point, etc. for thetr supplies. 
A Mr. Sprague, who lived on Sec. 1, Wash- 
ington Township, had returned from a trip 
to LeMars and became lll. When his two 
little girls became sertously sick a doctor 
was called from Calliope. He dlagnosed 
the case as measles. Netghbors looked 
after the needs of the family. Mr. Sprague 
recovered, but both little girls died. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sprague were so discouraged that 
they moved to a home several miles east. 


No sooner had they become settled when 
the third little girl in the family became Ill. 
By this time friends were beginning to be- 
come suspiclous because they had never 
seen measles that looked like this. Soa 
doctor from LeMars was called. The case 
was not well enough developed, but he, 
thought It very likely to be smallpox. 


Some of the kind nelghbors who had 
helped had had vaccinations of a sort in 
thetr childhood or youth, but many had not, 
so there was a “vaccination rush." The 
third little Sprague girl died, as did a Mrs. 
Hilton who had helped them. Mr. Sprague 
recovered from the disease but died short- 
ly afterward. 


Another nelghbor who had helped was 
Chas. P. Tarbox. He dled of smallpox 
March 20, 1882 and was buried tn Pleasant 


. Hill Cemetery. 


A Mrs. Kellogg, who lived on what Is 


now the Lloyd Ellts place, was a victim, 


aS was Harve McCormick who lived on the 
northwest quarter of Sec. 8. 


Many others, of whom we now have no 
record, may have become victims. Mr. 
Kellogg lIlved out the rest of his life In a 
Banatarlum, a charge of the state of New 
York which was hig original home. Hls 
condition was brought on by the worry that 
he had brought the disease to his wife after 


‘helping to care for the Sprague family. 


THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY SIOUX CENTER SALES CO., SIOUX CENTER, IOWA 


22 


Mere 

_ a rege Nee Prpmemee se ams 0 a 
; hat avellisd yltse off bite cooetoa Lacibem 
\ @9n0 evOite® nom ow) ett i eters Tis) 
SS) anteebiqns altediqih bag xogilsme af e188 
¢  geyllgete aa} tud 2umod tram tif eesdigid 
F 6tom bes neous wae Claebigs 
aa | enniiagotg avoliss 
ub 


* 
~~ 


BP 5s Nes 1 dunoald ods Yo: eb7090% evel oW 
He % tud 18-0881 lo Salalw sat Al olgosq 
elqas% .r9tciw goiwollot aft) gann Bint 
fi, —sequrq |owtew bas ecw HN lade. wont S'*ntbib 
d's ND wwl8 0) oy Of bad yer. eweRues yi 
y. aiqgue vied) Ww) .ol9 ,intot WIS .e1aMel 
Sao) 0) sfesW OT 9468 ad Devil ofw opens 1M A. 
“ @is? # moc) beatulst “hed qitenrenT aorgai 
owt ald Wem OM! emased Sos @1s MoT o} 
‘  eufoob 6 #obe ylevoli$e emered eliip oli! 
: Hberengaib sh .sqclligD mol bsliss eaw 
kpdoo! s.1odiyloY 3 .asigeem a8 3209 Sf 
eugeiq? 1M .vileasg) of? Ww ebogn or) 19!te 
7M .bsid efsly ofsill diod two ,betsv0007 
fart) beysiwucel) of Stew eysTg@ a1 M bas 
Jee4 eollm iktevee ooo ¢ of bovom youl) 


> 
4 


pe ase Osler gms000d yore bad 19n008 Off 
JAM geagood ylicus) oft nf fely obi)! Dvir) oe? 
$4 0} goianigad ote" aBasit! $a)1 aldi ya 
we  aaven Bad godt! gaugoed suolziqguva amas 
208 eid) s#if badoo! indi aslasom 958 
$805 o¢T .doligo ame avaMol mon} t0js0b 
od jud ,Bsqefeveb dguone lisw jon aew 
nogiicme sd o) eiedil yisy N ityuod? 


md best ofw erodeyion Balt a4) lo omu® 
La oe & We SHoltadiseev bed bad baghed 
jon Bad yas tau ,diuog’ ww boorbiids tert 
oat " dewt aaltaniooav” £ ase stedh oe 
< yt eM « ” - Jbolb Piig senjevge? ein! bride 
suyerge . 9%) boyfedt bed ore aot 
-heorke saint bse stants: eit). meri? baasvo791 
Jin pasetia Ul 


en Bocled bet of@ sedtglen i9d)onA 
aogliatma Yo bold of  .medAT .% .2atd 
roaeaviS oi beinud sew bas S681 OF fo1eM 


, af tadw no bavil oe dpliox aim A 


thee 2 Sat oo belt ow Dterw IM WI8K sew ae 
; 6 298 to 8h kup leewsiizON 


Bi ay en pare won 9 modw lo ,e19tio ynaM 

YS. iM aentralycemeoed oved yam ,bivoe 
6 af stil wld WW faov war tua Bavte qyelten 
wo Wo giate od! lo sytedo & A mul rahenee 


wwieame? WIN . 


oiioly & eae . 998g wiUS byoll ot woo 


wit .Amod Lentyite wid Kaw doidw AY a 


bed ciwrf fyi © 
_ mms rebar ¥ alvae 
al ego Io ye 
-wwtt ori ylod ja 


10) finemeeums baa jeondial ' 
beommaH dived to hive, or) aew werblide 
bat of seetT .aelaog bnstied® begist ode 
Vike ee ens SOU LAD 02 bevont sd iw | tL 
inyos od) bnuoIs ATAyUOT ott 


atid wO1g svomal ted! morl esinog t by 3 o 0 
wow od sil age ait ao bolwieo daca 


WoL ated 9759 stey ot 9idk TeyrOl va ee P 
eeort! to Tegan a) bad, cake sone ‘eg, sattaes fu aaa 
A, | ae Tt g 


1M ane bed “anva 1188 AL aT 

ake ae wt esinog asavenen 

& tn vadt .19An 4 
ale 


CYCLONE OF 1895 


Some of our older people can still tell 
stories of the hard-hitting cyclone that ac- 
curred about 3:00 the afternoon of May 3, 
1895. 

It was a hot, muggy day with spells of 
rain. The storm started tn the area where 
Marvin Schmidt now lives, traveling tn a 
north - easterly direction. 

First damage done was on the Coombs 
homestead, now owned by Ted DeJong. Mr. 
Coombs saw the storm coming and insisted 
that his family and a salesman from Hawar- 
den, who happened to be in the yard, go to 
the cave. The salesman, who insisted he 
wasn't afraid, got into the cave stairway 
and was whipped out by the wind and car- 
ried over the grove. Needless to say, he 
scuttled for home as soon as he could after 
the extent of the storm was taken in. Mr. 
Coomb's barns were blown away and his 
house damaged. 

Across the road, and a little to the 
north, School #8 of Center:Township was 
completely demolished. The teacher, Anna 
Marsden, was killed, and one of the five 
Coombs children in school was so badly 
injured that she died a few hours later. 

R.J. Smith, living a little north of the 
school, told of seeing the building go and tn 
seconds his own house was badly damaged. 

The storm traveled on to a Wynia farm 
where a baby was killed and the mother 
seriously injured. 

Then on, northeast, it hit the Hagge 
homestead in Sec. 23 where it destroyed 
all the buildings. One roof caught one of 
the sons under it, bruising him. The fam- 
ily couldn't find him afterwards until a dog 
barked and showed them where to look. 

One son, Herman, a small boy, was In 
school a quarter of a mile away. The 
teacher, George Marsden, was killed. Her- 
man received a broken leg and crawled 
home on hands and knees after the storm. 

The two teachers, Anna and George Mar- 
sden, were a brother and sister from Wis- 
consin. 

It seems that the storm covered an area, 
a mile wide and about six miles long. Mud 
was plastered on the southwest side of 
fence posts by the winds. When sight- 
seeing was done following the destruction 
great hunks of the mud were taken home 
as souvenirs. 


CycLoneE OF 19238 


Thirty-three years later another cyclone 
hit Ireton, coming from the southwest and 


blowing down many trees In the western part 
of town, especially on the street south of 


the J. R. Smith residence. Mr. Smith, 


whose home on the farm had been so badly 
damaged and turned a quarter-way around 
on the foundation tn 1895, had moved Into 
town and thought that this time history was 
surely repeating itself. 

A block east, Henry Braaks sensed the 
storm coming and thought he had better go 


to hls home a block north on Elm Street. 


A gust came along and helped him by pick- 
ing him up and setting him In an apple tree 
In his own yard. He wasn't hurt, just 
surprised. 

Many trees were torn out and broken on 
across the town. Then the storm passed 
on north damaging the roofs of the barns on 
Fred Kluter's farm, a quarter mile north of 
the depot. 

Again the storm lifted coming down two 
miles north to take the roof off of George 
Bartlett's barn, then on again for several 
miles where much damage was done on the 
Winterfield farms. The swath taken by the 
storm wasn't very wide, and men [filling stlo 
at the J.M. Grau farm watched the buildings 


a quarter mile away being lifted in the air. 


No lives were lost, but some stock, in- 
cluding horses, were killed. 


GRASSHOPPER RAID 


The early settlers met with many dis- 
couragements, such as prairie fires, bliz- 
zards and often a cyclone; but one of the 
most destructive and of long duration was 
the grasshopper rald. 

They came, so writers say, in "clouds" 
and devoured everything except green peas 
which they would not eat. They laid their 


‘eggs which hatched the next spring. © This 


went on for about six years, 

The manner in which they damaged the 
different kinds of crops varied. They 
chewed the wheat below the head, letting it 
fall to the ground. They ate the small 
files supporting the grain of the oats; and 
they ate the tassels and silks of the corn. 
One or two of these years only about a 
half a crop was taken. Root crops, es- 
pecially onions, were often eaten inte the 


ground. 
Needless to @y, many of the homestead- 
ers became so discouraged that i they had 


any means at all they lett the country, 
Others had to hang on. 


This brings the reminder that about 20 
years ago we thought we might be faced 
with another grasshopper disaster, bul Sei- 
ence had figured out a poison that could be 
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mixed with bran to feed the visitor, and 
much damage was averted. 


THE MYSTERY OF THE 
NEGRO MINISTER 


Every community, they say, has a myst- 
ery story, and Ireton is no exception. In 
the fall of 1905, a young man was picking 
corn by hand in a fleld on the northwest 
quarter of Sec. 18 and discovered a body 
partly decomposed. On examination they 
found it to be that of a negro man. Ru- 
mors had it that a negro preacher had been 
seen around some time before, and that a 
traveling organ salesman had been seen 
leaving Hawarden with a negro in his buggy. 
No other evidence has ever been found. 
I.N.-Goin, Sr. was marshal here at the 
time and to him it was a pretty scary sit- 
uation, 


‘\BUFFALO BILL” 


A unique character came into our area 
soon after the turn of the century, and some 
have sald no history of Ireton would be 
complete without a mention of him, 

No one really knew just where he came 
from or why; and | venture to say that not 


many people ever really knew his name. 


He was a most loquacious person and enter- 
tained all the young fry who were allowed to 
hear his stories. 

Although he didn't seem to have much of 
this world's goods, and certainly never 
looked as though he were taken care of or 
took care of himself, I don't think he ask 
ed for charity. 

As an occupation he did.the drudgery 
jobs around town that people didn't want to 
do for themselves. 

He was called, ''Buffalo Bill" because of 
the yarns he spun about places he had seen. 
One story we remember his telling was that 
he could move any fence-post hole and make 
a concrete cistern of It. 


BIOGRAPHIES 


A VISIT WITH "GRANDMA" BERTRAM 


Lousla Kluter was born at Guttenberg, 
Jowa on July 28, 1870. She was the second 
child of Mr. and Mrs, Henry Kluter, who 
with thelr two children, Charles and Lousla, 


came to Sloux County tn 1871. They built 
a sod house on the east side of Sec. 6 In 
Reading Township. A little later they re- 
placed it with a log house, hauling the logs 
from the Rock River. 

As the family grew they bullt a larger 
home changing the locatlon lo the south 
side of the quarter sectlon where the agaln- 
remodeled house and farmstead stlll stands, 
for many years being the home of the youn- 
ger son, Fred. It Is now occupted by 
Fred's son, Arthur, and his family. 

Loulsa's name appears on the attendance 
roll of the Tarbox school two miles west. 
But when the settlers In Sections 7 and 8 
of Reading Township decided they needed 
a school nearer, Mr. Kluter, Mr. Elder 
Mr. Shimer and the Fosburgs contributed 
time and money and bullt a school on the 
corner of Mr. Kluter's land in Section 6. 

Loultsa got her religious tratning tin 
Grant Township, Plymouth County, going 
there for two years and staying tn the min- 
tster's home. She sald it was 12 miles 
from home, and she often didn't get home 
for two or three weeks If the weather was 
bad, 

On being asked if she saw Indlans and 
lf they had any trouble with them, she told 
us that the only thing they ever asked for 
was feed for thelr ponies. One time the 
three children, Chas., Loulsa and Will, 
were at home alone and a band of Indlans 
stopped. Will was terribly frightened, 
but she took some sacks, filled them with 
oats and gave them to the visitors who 
went on thelr way. 

She told of her father going to the Rock 
River to get young trees to set out thelr 
grove. She remembers how they did their 
own butchering and caring for the meat; and 
of how they made thelr own soap. She told 
of burning corn for fuel one winter as coal 
had to be hauled from LeMars. 

She also told of her father coming home 
one night from LeMars after a particularly 
hard trip, and flnding he would have to go 
at once to get Mrs. Hodam. She lived on 
the place south of what was to be Ireton. 
After she arrived there and got things org- 
anized, a new member of the Kluter family 
had arrived. No doctors were where they 
could be called and Mrs. Hadom was wond- 
erful help. She remembers the small pox 
epidemic because tt hit pretty close. The 
Mrs. Kellogg who died, just north of their 
first home, the sod house, lived where Lloyd 
Eilts now lives. She also tells of the rall- 
road being bullt while the grading was being 
done between Ireton and Hawarden, the work- 
men occupied tents on the hill where the 
Ireton school now stands. She carrled 


, 


‘butter and eggs to them which they had 
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bought from her mother. 

The day the first train was to go through, 
they eagerly watched for the first sight of 
smoke In the east. When they finally saw 
it, little brother Fred couldn't see tt so 
Loulsa held him high In her arms to see 
the flrst train go through Ireton. 

She also told us of the marrlage of a 
young minister who served the St. Paul's 
congregation when they were still using the 
first church building. The bride-to-be was 
to come to Ireton for the ceremony, acc- 
ompanied by her mother. Since the church 
building was far too small for a proper 
wedding for the minister, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kluter offered the use of thelr home. It 
was accepted and Mrs. Kluter and the mother 
got busy preparing food, especially baking 
the wedding cake. 

Loulsa grew to womanhood and married 
Charles Bertram, moving to the southwest 
quarter of the same section on whtch her 
father had made his home. The Bertrams 
obtained this from Mr. Darling, who was 
moving to California. Here they built a 
comfortable home. Their oldest son was 
In World War I and gave up his life for his 
country. His was the first death of our 
Ireton servicemen and the American Leglon 
Post {s named in honor of him. Two other 
children are Lorenz and Irene,(Mrs. Henry 
Eilts). 

After the children had grown and wanted 
to establish homes of thelr own, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bertram built a cottage on the farm 
and moved into itt, leaving the larger home 
for Lorenz. Here, Mr. Bertram died in 
August of 1933. 

Mrs. Bertram continues to make the 
cottage her home except for the last two 
winters she has gone into town to be com- 
pany for her daughter, whose husband had 
died, but when spring comes, she wants to 
go back to her flowers and garden, She 
is a joy to vislt with and delights In show- 
ing her rugs, crocheted and braided, that 
she spends hours in doing. She reads and 
watches televiston and, like all of us, has 
her favorite programs. She wishes she could 
have remembered to tell us more. She will 
soon be 91 years old. 


L.M. BLACK 


Levi Marvis Black was born In Henry Co. 
Indiana January 15, 1842, where he grew to 
manhood. After the outbreak of the Ctvil 
War, he enlisted in the 57th Indians Infantry, 
and served until his discharge from service. 


In March, 1871, he came to Sioux Co. , 


with his Invalld wife and two sons, Enoch 
and Harley. He located on a homestead In 
Washington Twp. He taught school at var- 


Ra 


lous times and was elected county auditur 
in 1873 and served one term. 
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When the town of Ireton started, he moved 
here and entered the mercantile business. 
He was appointed the first postmaster of 
Ireton, serving a number of years and later 
served again. 

When the G,A.R. Post was mustered in 
October, 1883, he served as the first post 
commander and was a member of Sloux 
Lodge, No. 477 A. F. and A.M. 

He was active In politics many years, 
a staunch and unswerving Republican and no 
one ever had need to wonder where he stood 
on any public question or-{ssue. He took 
his positions boldly, was ready to sound a 
triumphant note in victory and if he chanced 
to be on the losing side, he went down with 
flying colors. This trait won for him, not 
only a large following of loyal friends, but 
the respect of his political fues. He served 
as the town's mayor, was on an earlyday 
schoolboard, gave advise on legal matters, 
when the town had no lawyer. 

And when he passed away at the age of 
82, the "Tall Willow from Reading Twp." 
left hundreds of friends, who mourned his 
passing, along with a wife, three sons and, 
two daughters, Enoch, Harley, Morris, Ollie 
(Mrs. Paul) and Fannie Kluter. They too, 
have all passed on, but each one of the 
Black family left an tndelible mark in the 
history of Ireton. 


MR. AND MRS, HENRY BRAAKS 
Henry Braaks has been one of the vout- 
standing businessmen of TIreton. He was 
the son of Habbie Wiard Braaks, who was 
born at Pecrsum, Ostfriesland, Germany 
and who came from a long line of blacksmiths, 
A father, two uncles, a prandfather and a 
great grandfather were smithies ur Germany. 
The older Mr. Braaks came to’ America 
and to Ireton tn 1887 with his family, Young 
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Henry was five years old. His father open- 
ed a blacksmith shop where the present 
post office bullding stands but {t burned in 
November, 1888. The shop was rebullt at 
the corner of Fourth and Elm Streets and 
was operated until his death in 1923, 

Henry began work In the shop when he 
was 15 and after his father's death, took 
over the business with hls brother, Carl. 

They ran the blacksmith shop together 
for elght years when Carl decided to take 
up farming. Mechanization on farms had 
gradually cut the business but there was 
still need for the blacksmith shop and ser- 
vice has continued uninterupted. 

In November, 1945, the shop again burned 
but much of the equipment had been moved 
to the old opera house, which had been pur- 
chased some time before and the. old shop 
was used largely for storage. His sons, 
Carl and Louis went tnto the business with 
their father. Now Mr. Braaks has retired 
and the sons are carrying on but he {is very 
satisfied Lf his grandsons will drop the fam- 
ily traditions. 


He married Anna Amen at Wilcos, Nebr. 
in 1910 and they celebrated their 50th wedd- 
ing anniversary last August. Besides the 
two boys, they have two daughters, Mrs. 
Katherine Degen of Del Rio, Texas and Mrs. 
Erma Flippin of San Bernardino, California. 
They have been very active in civic affairs. 
Mr. Braaks became a member of the Vol- 
unteer Fire Department of Ireton tn 1906 
and was chief for many years. He also 
has ween active in the Northwest Jowa Black- 
smith Association and has served as Its 
president, 


CHRIS 8, BUSHBY 


Mr. Bushby came to Reading Twp. tn 
1884 at the age of 7. He was a son of 
Wm. Bushby, who was born tn England and 
came to the U.S. In 1847, also at the age 
of 7. His tamlly settled in Wisconsin, later 
coming to Sioux County. He reared his 
family on the farm directly south of I[reton. 
His children recetved their education In the 
local schools, several of them becoming 
school teachers. Chris was of these, teach- 
ing in the winters and pursuing agricultural 
lines tn the summers. He was one of the 
Bushby Bros. who owned one of the early 
threshing machines. He married Flora Day, 
a nelghbor's daughter on February 18, 1908. 
Mrs. Day was the daughter of another early 
settler, E.R. Day. Mr. Bushby has farmed 
continuously until a few years ago when he 
built a modern home on the farm where they 
had lived so long, known as the "Hamm- 
ond Farm''. Here they expect to live out their 
years among charming surroundings, with 
time to think and tell one of his experlences 
as a breeder of Shetland ponies, as he foll- 
owed the pattern of David Hammond who 
had started the pony herd. 

He also can tell of school experiences as 
he served as a secretary of the Reading 
Twp. schoolboard over a period of 35 years. 
We think, next to Fred Earll, a former res- 
Ident of Washington Twp., who served as 
school secretary for 51 years, he holds 
an unmatchable record. 

.Mr. and Mrs. Bushby are the parents of 
two children, Mrs. Bernice Wood of Aladdin, 
Wyoming and Harry, at home. 


MR. AND MRS, FREDERICK FRANKE 


These people were two of the early sett- 
lers who came to northwest Iowa and endured 
the hardships of the ploneers. Mr. Franke 
was born July 4th, 1839 tn the province of 
Hanover, Germany. Here, he grew up and 
not relishing the idea of going tnto the mil- 
itary service, which he would be required to, 
he came to America at the age of 17, sett- 
ling at Guttenberg, Iowa. When the Civil 
War broke out, he enlisted in Co. D of the 
27th Iowa Regiment. He took part in many 
major battles, among which was the fall ol 
Vicksburg. 

At the close of the war, he recelved an 
honorable discharge at Clinton, Iowa and re- 
turned to Guttenberg where he married Mrs. 
Mary Dene the next year. The family came 
to Sioux County {tn 1872 and took a home- 


stead In West Branch Twp. at the West edge 


of Sec. 30. They went through all the ex- 


THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY SIOUX CITY LIVE STOCK EXCHANGE OF SIOUX CITY 


- 


-¥AHeUA (8 BAND 


eoIee] diode gifsendb mms) ot ao yiinal 


“ode al owt enthaot ot sedan wddani aM m: 

ab (wm wok ge Rew AR LT De aye edt fa bO8t | iiader 
nay Ss) bow hastyod nt mod aswoode .qidewh mW a sre 
‘27 YS. oye odt 1a owls THE at 2.U od) O} mane : rT 
tp bP edd  ntemoswW mn) Bolte Ulmst at Tw ad aedw 
ie aid bevest 8H vinww'D xwHl2 of gaitos AGO! dy 

wat ves ; 


ad eats elt anes 


ae] an ai nolinouds wed) bevfevs nothlida alll tediegat . 

2S Se yalmored merry fo lazevea .plvooe Imoal wal ob boblsob 

pe -d5fet .anedi fo mer eiafD~ .evsifoas) looton bast paris no nol: 
bm, feqpiicotsgs, golusied bne avoiniw sd) nl gal aw erodt dud 6e@ le 

ara ott lo ano esw sil evenmitwe of} ni aonil e198 boa gode eto odt yor 

f ylike 68) YO she bonwo off wort ydieud betqunaiatay 

; wo soft betriect oH konkdygirt yalriaault bem niegr gone 

i : 20Q1 BL yumirideT ma asisyunh a yodsgion 6 bsvom naod bad 

i chase wetions Jo asidgusb off aw vec] 2M -3wq mad b 

‘ penne) ead eddavll «Moved LAS |yebiee gode blo adt baa gnoted bd 

ne ed ngity ope @1s0¥-wSl & Liew viavouniinos noe eH .eyatoie yor vie 

sep vod? erstw mie? of? eo Senod aisbom #@ Mud iw sesniaud off ofnd toow” hparthayt 

3 -inenth’ ‘49 @8 owodd .grol om bevil bart borlier aad ater 1M wom tedte) vied 
ied) tuo wil 67 tonqps Yad? o19H "teed bro qiey 2) ad tud m® gederis> Sig ahod om bas 
2% Hiv .sanihesoris gnimiet) ynoms B7G8Y -mg) of} qath lbw stil ‘aid YW byMed ise 
aeonsizoqe uit lo sno tle) baa subi of aml) pnoitiben) yi 


4 i sh ae j24inog brelied2? lb sebpetd 2 en 
; ow brome bivad to misticg oft bewo 
my .bted yrog of} belraie ban 
. ne ove! 1egx9 Worlde Jo [ioi ano cele 9 
gaibesh od) lo iatetooe os ae bévi8¢ or 
wisey Gf to boi1oq & tHvO banodioodce .qeTt 
52 your! s iid bevy of txen Aalt) OW 
ak devise ofw ,.cwT nolynineaW Jo inshi 
abled of ,wisey 12 16? yiaie71908 Joodoe 

‘brose1 sldaenviavany ae 

Ww dineieg 90) ote ydtau® iM bas aM 
ubbalA Yo booW said eM wnonbiids owt 
servo ie .(TIsH bre gay 


4XVARY AMAIAAN 2AM TWA AM 


-i9e vitae. Sr) to OW) STOW Biqaog oasdT ~~ 
beighers be awol laswitiren of ems onw atol 
tiasiy .wM 
io eoetvo wg edt of OLBL whe glut awd ane 
bae ov wors of 014 | vywemisD: ore 
-tim oft Gin! gntog lo sobt ont goidation jon 
ut bwiiupss sf binew on dolte solvige yeti 
-ttee .Ti lo ege of) te aottemtA 0} wom of 
livid sii mdW gol .yredneiwD Jia gall 


ion ab Fky kot oH vtnguntyesl. wot WTS 


ng boviegss of 1aw 9d) 10 se0l> 
1 bes ewat |,nolall> js. 


enue ylimel oft 7994 Inen ori . 
~omod « dood bas ST8i ns 


av9siolg off to eqitabash add. 


od) 1 0 .02 a botailas od jtve etoud 18W 


Le tish od) Gam’ daidw qian o9inal totem: 4 
ye orepin 


27M babe mi ous samt) baerens 


a) cad: a, vy: bd 
ft URL 
av oh : ve i 
whip adage : 


Oe Rls icine meng . ea ay 


ore Nie Pee aye Dar =A 


; : me va 
| ‘yr xuor 4 nigel — BVI YTD ‘xuote ¥ 
oe fe a ey We “it ee #? "4 i arigee E 


perlences that befell the homesteaders of 
that day, hard winters, blizzards, prairle 


of course, the grass- 


fires in summer and 
hoppers, 


They moved to Ireton in 1901, where 
their home, lawn and garden kept them busy 
and contented. 

Mrs. Franke, too, had been born in 
Germany and came to America as a child, 
settling tn. Clayton Co., Iowa. She died in 
1912 and Mr. Franke died tn 1920, 

They reared stx children to manhood and 
womanhood. One son died in his teens. 

Mr. Franke was one of the charter mem- 
bers of Launtz Post No. 215 G.A.R. of 
Ireton and was very active tn It. Shortly 
before he died, he served as one of a comm- 
ittee to get the monument of the soldier 
that stands now tn the cemetery and which 
serves as the center of the gathering place 
while the graves of all our soldiers of our 
wars are being decorated on Memorial Day. 


MRS, JASON D. FERGUSON(ANGIE ELDER) 


In the year 1868, when Northwest Iowa 
was opened up to homesteaders, Mr. Marshall 
M. Elder was one of the young men who 
drove oxen to Stoux County and filed on a 
homestead. Two years later, he brought 
his bride, the former Polly Stough, to live 
in the log cabin he has bullt on his farm. 
In the cabin, on May 7, 1874, Angeline Jane 
the second daughter of the couple was born. 
She graduated from high school with the 
first graduating class tn 1890 and went to 
Iowa State Teachers’ College at Cedar Falls. 
She then taught in the: VanderHamm school 
but went back to the Unlversity of Michigan 
in order to get a secondary teacher's cer- 
tificate. She then taught in the Alton and 
Ireton High Schools. 

While she was teaching here, a young 
man, Mr. Jason D, Ferguson, came to visit 
his father's friend, the Elder family, and 


worked ‘for them on the farm and taught 
school a year in Sioux County. 
15, 1903, they were married. 


On April 


Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson continued to live 
here on a farm two miles northwest of town. 
They became the parents of four children 
LaVere, Genevieve, Elder Leroy and Hiram 
Hillis, 

In 1910, Jason and Angie Ferguson de- 
cided to pioneer for themselves and home- 
steaded in South Dakota. At that time, 
there were no railroads in that section of 
South Dakota so Mr. Ferguson loaded two 
hay racks with machinery and drove the 
teams 400 miles to Eagle Butte. He had 
an extra team of good horses but one night 
Indians stole his best mare and one horse 
died. He got there with enough equipment 
to plant his first crop. They lived there 
for ten years, during which time World War. 
I broke out and Mrs. Ferguson ayain became 
a school teacher. 


With their future in doubt, Mrs, Furguson 
went to visit her parents in California in 
the summer of 1920. She got a job teach- 
ing there and Mr. Ferguson sold out. He took 
the children in a Model T and started for 
Californta. They left South Dakota Noy, 
11, 1920 and came back through Iowa, hitting 
rainy weather and drove through 1200 miles 
of mud. One day In Missouri on the cannon 
ball tratl, they started at daybreak and by 
noon had gone 5 miles. Newly worked roads 
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were so bad they even went down hill in 
places in low gear. When they met a car, 
a track had to be made and one car driven 
onto It while the other went by. Paved 
roads were limited to the clttes and a few 
miles beyond. They reached Callfornia 
after six weeks of driving. 

Mr. Ferguson again took up the carpen- 
ter trade but after a few short years, died. 
Then Hirum, the youngest son, dled of pneu- 
monta. Angie continued teaching and after 
her family was grown, moved in with her 
aged parents, Mr. and Mrs. Elder. 

After her father's death, she again re- 
turned to Ireton in 1942 and made the farm 
where she and her husband first settled, 
home. She was very active and lived on 
the farm through World War Il. After the 
war was Over, she enjoyed traveling and vis- 
iting friends around here and tn California. 

Her busy life stopped quickly one day 
in 1950 when she fell on some steps and 
broke her hip. It was six months before 
she could walk again. Her sister Mabel, 
Mrs. Ben Bay lives on the original Elder 
homestead and brought her home to conval- 
ese. 

At the present time, Mrs. Jason Fergus- 
on, at the age of 87, still lives with the 
Imray family on the Ferguson farm. 


MRS. CHRISTINA JOHNSTON 


This person had the reputation of having 
spanked more new born babies and heard 
their first cries than anyone else. She was 
Mrs. W.S. Johnston, familiarly known as 
“Tillle'', She was a daughter of the late 
Frederick Franke and a sister of a well 
Known Center Twp. farmer, Elmer Franke. 
She was born in Clayton Co, near Gutten- 
verg, Iowa, As a child of three years, 
she came to Sivux County with her parents 
when they settled on a homestead and went 
through all the hardships of the ploneers. 
She told of spending many evenings twisting 
hay into bundles for fuel. Coal had to be 
hauled from LeMars and (tt was a long trip 
and not too many people had money for coal. 
She also has told her family of the cold 
and snow endured and the scare of prairie 
fires. Another scare was the raids of the 
James brothers, who had "holed up" one 
winter near LeMars and would ride as far 
north as where Sioux Center now \ts, for 
exercise and scouting. 

About 1883, she went to town to work 
and in 1847 she married one of the young 
carpenters who had moved in, Wm. John- 
stun. They bullt a home in the west part 
of tuwn and building a larger one about ten 


years later, moved to the extreme south- 
east part of town in a newly platted area. 

When her five children were old enough 
to leave, she began to act as a practical 
nurse, as tralned nurses were scarce, 
hospitals too far away for maternity cases, 
and doctors needed help badly. She spent 
Many years {tn nursing untill her health 
failed. Her husband became paralytic for 
{lve years before his death tn 1923. She 
died in December, 1954. 


Her children are: Mrs. J.R. Karr of 
Ireton; W, R. Johnston of Austin, Minn.; 
Mrs. Ira Levering of LeMars; Mrs. A.H, 
Twillman of Ireton and Arthur Johnston of 
Lincoln, Nebr. 


MEINT JOHNSON 


Metnt Johnson was one of those sturdy 
men who helped make Sloux County what It 
is. 

Mr. Johnson was a son of Harm M. 
Johnson and Gebbe D. Johnson, and the 
eldest of a family of etght children. 

He was born In Felde Ostfriesland, Ger- 
many on April 13, 1850 and lived to be 78 
years old. 

He came with his parents to America In ~ 
1856 at the age of six, settling at Mt. Olive, 
Nl, where his boyhood was spent. In’ 1879 
he married Mary Engel at Harvel, Il. 

They came to Stoux County in 1889 lo- 
cating west of town where they llved four 
years. Then they purchased a farm north- 
east of Ireton where they lived until 1911 
when they retired and moved to Ireton. He 
had been a faithful and consistant member 
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of the Lutheran Church for many years. 

Twelve children were born to them, one 
of whom, a daughter, died tn infancy and 
one son, George, died at the age of five 
years. 

Ten children survived him; Herman of 
Havelock, N.D.; Mrs. Alice Ellts of Hawar- 
den; Mrs. Anna Vlotho of Ireton; Mrs. Etta 
Gebner of Maynard, Minn.; John R, of Ire- 
ton; Ed of Ireton; Fred and Dave of Rock 
Valley; and Mrs. Rose Moeller and Elmer of 
Ireton. 


MR. AND MRS. GERRIT JUFFER 


Mr. and Mrs. Juffer have lived in Ireton 
the forty one years of their married llfe. 
He came here as a young man and worked 
in the Security Savings Bank, which had been 
established by Danforths of Yankton, with 


Geo. Campbell as cashier. 
He brought his bride and established 


thelr home in the south part of town. When 
the depression years hit after the drop in 
prices following the stock market crash of 
1929, causing many banks to close, Mr, 
Juffer weathered through and was able to 
carry on as cashter, ‘Today he ts president 
of the bank and two of his sons are conn~- 
ected with It, with Mrs. Ila Smith Bolsen 
and Miss Yvonne Van Wyhe assistants, 


Mrs. Juffer is a musictan of much talent 
and has the satisfaction of seeing several of 
her children Inheriting that talent. 


Mr. Juffer brought a distinct honor to 
Ireton when he was named "National Father 
of the Year" by members of the Lions Club 
in 1959. They have given all thelr children 
excellent educatlonal opportunitles. Several 


of the boys served in the Armed Forces. 


Their children are: Theo A. of Omaha, Pres- 
ton and Gerald of Ireton, Dr. H.G. of Dec- 
orah, Donald of Wagner, South Dakota, Dr. 
A.A, of Sibley, Marvin of Iowa Clily, Leo 
of Boston, Mass., Mrs, Ruth Young of On- 
awa, Verla of Iowa Clty and Elna at home. 
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They are an unusually talented family 


and thelr parents can justly be proud of 
them and any honors that come to them as 
parents of such a family. Ireton is proud 
of them. They are active in all community 
affairs, church and school. Mr. Juffer was 


the president of the Ireton Independent School 
for many years and held that positlon when 
the school reorganized, 


MR. & MRS. J.R. KARR 


Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Karr were born in 
the Ireton area, he, on a farm in Eagle Twp. 
and she, in town. They received their ed- 
ucatlon in the local schools, she being a 
graduate in 1904 and then a student at Iowa 
State Teachers’ College and he was a student 
at Tarkio College, Tarkio, Missourl. Mrs, 
Karr was assistant postmaster in Ireton tor 
several years when Lev! Black was post- 
master for the second term. .Mr, Karr was 
a member of the clothing firm of Karr and 
Taylor for a number of years. They were 
married in 1909 and went to eastern Colo- 
rado and homesteaded. They still have their 
homestead and visit it nearly every year. 
After completing their filing: requirements, 


‘ they returned to Ireton and have lived on a 


farm since. They have taken part in church, 
community, school and farm organization 
affairs. 

Mr. Karr has been keenly interested in 
rural schools and served in all offices for 
over 45 years. He was on the building 
committees for 14 of the modern rural 
schools in Center, Eagle and Washington 
Twps. He served several terms on the old 
AAA farm program committees and several 
terms on the FHA program in an advisory 
capacity. 
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Mrs. Karr helped organize the Woman's 
Civic Club in Ireton in 1916 and was re- 
cently honored in the state as having been 
a continuous member of a Federated Club. 
She served a number of years as a mem- 
ber of the State Women's Committee of the 
Farm Bureau. 

She was honored in 1947 by the Journal- 
Tribune of Sioux City as a "Woman of A- 
chlevement.'' She has also been a member 
of the Sioux County Board of Education for 
almost 25 years. 

They have six sons. Hallis, farmer and 
stockman, is at home. J. Leland Is a spe- 
cial employee of the F.B.I. in Chicago. 
Dr. J. Thurlow is a Business Administra- 
ter in the schools of Gary, Ind. Lyman ts 
a Boy Scout Executive Director of Roanoke, 
Va. Weston R. is Assistant Manager of the 
Plymouth County R.E.A. at LeMars, Ia. 
and Kenyon is a farmer and stockman of 
Ireton. 


If you ask Mr. or Mrs. Karr what their 
hobbies are, either will say, "Our children. "' 


FRED KLUTER 


Fred Kluter was born on the family 
homestead, directly north of Ireton, on Aug- 
ust 31. 1877. Here, he grew up, received 
his education in the local schools and took 
up his vocation of farming. He married 
Fannie Black, the daughter of Levi Black, 


another homesteader, on February 19, 1902. 


They were the parents of three children; 
two sons, Morris and Arthur and one daught- 
e>, Qlive. Olive died when she was a sdph- 
cmore in high school. Mrs. Kluter died 
two yeare later. in 1931. Mr. Kluter con- 
tinued living on the farm making a home for 
his two sons. Mr, and Mrs, Kluter were 
always very much interested tn the local 
schools, doing many fine things for the 
echocl and the instructors. Mr. Kluter 
served as a member of the school board 
‘ar over 38 years, until the Ireton Independ- 
ert Schusls became a part of the West Sioux 
Curmunity School District. 

Mr. Kluter had bought the small building 
that had served as the early day St. Pauls 
Chirch and later the church school, mov- 
ing it to a lot on Main Street, not. far from 
the church. He remodeled tt and made a 
ecomfortable small home, intending to occupy 
.l. Hib son, Arthur, had taken over the 
farm. ard Morris had moved to Altoona, Ia. 
A period of ill health caused him to leave 
'e neat lithe home two years ago and go 
1 Altoona to be with Morris. He has re- 
vosined bit uekual health and continues to-Ilve 
there bot he ib still keenly tnterested in 
fit bome town. 
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H.E. ONKEN 


Mr. Onken was bom in Germany and came 
to the United States in 1871, settling tn Il- 
inois at the age of 21. While there, he met 
Margaret Ricklefs, also an immigrant from 
Germany. They both then moved to Sloux 
County and were the first couple marrled 
from St. Johns Lutheran Church. They 
homesteaded on the Onken farm in Reading 
Twp., Sec. #1 in 1878. 
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RESIDENCE OF 1. E. ONKREN. 


Despite many hardships, they maintained 
their home though there were times when 
they thought about leaving. The prairie 
sod had to be broken for the first crops 
only to see grasshoppers plague them. In 
those early winters blizzards swept the 
county. with no trees for a windbreak. Mr. 
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Onken worked to set out a grove, getting the 
seedling trees from the Sloux River bottoms. 

They lost their first born son, who was 
3 years old, because medical help couldn't 
reach them soon enough. We remember the 
closest doctor was at LeMars and this trip 
had to be made by wagon. 

They owned a great luxury - a rocking 
shatr which they loaned to nelghbors when- 
ever a new baby was born In the area. 

There were 11 children, still living. 
They are: Gerd tn California, Reiner in Ire- 
ton, Mrs. John Toenjes of Ireton, Mrs Emelie 
Schulz tn LeMars, Mrs. Fred Schmidt of 
LeMars, Laura Lehrman in Orange City and 
Andy tn Ireton. 


MR. AND MRS. F.W, MARIENAU 


Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Marienau were German 
people who had been married in Grant Twp. 
of Plymouth County and came here when their 
first child, Ben, was four months old. He 
worked for some time in the Zimmerman 
store and then set up a general store with 
his brother, WIIl, finally taking over the 
business on his own, 


He was a very active man and keenly 
interested tn the affairs of the community, 
although by nature, a very quiet man. He 
was a charter member of St. Paul's Luth- 
eran Church and saw It grow from the men 
bership of a few members to the strong 
church that {It Is now. 

He was also a charter member of the 
Ireton Volunteer Fire Department and served 
as its chlef from 1907 tu 1939 when he had 
to resign because of poor health. — His wife 


died tn 1941 and Mr. Marlenau died tn 1943. 


There were five children; Ben, John and Will, 
all deceased and Mrs. Zana Holtdorf of 
Ireton and Fred of Akron. 
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MR. AND MRS. R.S. MILLER 


R.S. Miller was born August, 1874 In 
Dlinois and came to Iowa with his parents 
in 1884 when they settled on a farm tn Cent- 
er Twp. 

Mrs. Miller (Mary Coombs) was born in 
Benton County, Aprll 15, 1882 and came to 
this vicinity in 1883 when her parents lo- 
cated on a farm in Center Twp. They both 
were educated In the local elementary school 
and then attended several terms of college 
at Cedar Falls. Later, they taught school 
near here for some time. 

In the spring of 1901, she moved with | 
her parents to a farm east of Olds, Canada. 
In September of 1901, Mr. Miller went to 
Canada where they married and came back 
to the farm in Center Twp. They have con- 
tinued farming ever since. Although they 
moved into Ireton in 1944, they have carried 
on the. operation of the farm with their sou, 
Kenneth. Mr. Miller has also carried on 
an extensive insurance business in which he 
is still interested. They are both actlve in 
community and church affairs. They are 
the parents of two sons, Glen of Bellflower, 
California and Kenneth of Ireton and two 
daughters, Mrs. Viola Hughes of Ireton and 
Mrs. Marian Riley of Madison, So. Dakota. 
Mrs. Lucile Goodmanson was also her daught- 
er and has passed away. 


They have 30 grandchildren and 39 greas 


grandchildren. They will observe their ew 


wedding anniversary this Sept, second. 


MR. AND MRS. L.D: SATTERLEE 


Mr. and Mrs. Satterlee have recently ob- 
served their 65th wedding anniversary ard 
are recognized as Ireton's oldest wedded 
couple. 

Mr. Satterlee, whose parents were Mv 
and Mrs. J. W. Satterlee, was born on the 


‘family homestead about six miles seuthetst 


of Ireton on May 27, 1e73 He was the 
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fourth of a family of nine boys. He received 
his education in the local schools and 
and when he was 18 years old, he taught 
school for one year. Deciding that wasn't 
the life for htm, he took up photography, 
working in Hawarden three years and then 
moved his equipment to Ireton where he 
operated for several years. 

He then entered tnto the furniture business 
for Ed Fair and studying the undertaker 
business. After five years, he bought out 
Mr. Falr and continued for 56 years. 

In 1957, he received a plaque from the 
Northwestern Funeral Directors’ Association 
honoring him for 50 years or more in the 
undertaking profession, He ts the only one 
in this state to receive one. 

A short time ago, he sold to hls son, 
Roland, who has been helping him for some 
time but he hasn't really retired for he 
helps Roland. 

A few years ago, he took up oll painting 
and a number of homes have some of his 
pictures. It proved a fascinating and re- 
laxing hobby for him. 

He has been very active in the development 
of the town where he has lived for so many 
years. He has held nearly every public office 
in the government af the town except that of 
dog catcher. He also served on the school 
board as a member and as (ts president. 
He has been active in his church and has 
had heavy responsibilitles there for that 
church, the Methodist, suffered severe losses 
several times from cyclones and fires, 

Mrs. Satterlee was born in Riceville, 
Wisconsin in 1875. In her early years, 
her parents moved to Kansas, then to Miss- 
ouri. AS a young woman, she, with several 
sisters. came to Sioux County where she 
met the young photographer. 
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They were married April 29, 1896 and 
have made thelr home in Ireton ever since. 
In spite of thelr years, they are both fairly 
active and enjoy their home and flowers. 
They have two daughters, Mrs. Fern Hooper 
of Hartley and Mrs. Madge Montgomery of 
North Hollywood, Callf. and two sons, Wylie 
of Marcus and Roland of Ireton. There are 
three grandchildren and two great grand- 
children. 


MR. AND MRS, D.R. STEWART 


Mr. and Mrs. Stewart came to Ireton in 
1884 from Audubon, Iowa. With them was 
thelr small daughter, Alberta, known to us 
as Birdie, who later became Mrs. Frank 
Noon. 

Dantel Reed Stewart was born at Mans- 
fleld, Prince Edward Island, Canada on Jan, 
28, 1857 and dled at hls home in Ireton 
Feb. 26, 1923. He was the third child in 
a family of thirteen, born to Donald and 
Priscilla Stewart. He was a carriage maker 
by trade and at the age of 22, he left home 
to seek his fortune in the United States and 
landed in Chleago. What he found there 
was the charred remains of the great Chi- 
cago flre. Undaunted, he left there for 
Clinton, lowa then on to Des Moines. Here, 
he became convinced of the need of a black- 
smith In the vast farming country. He went 
into business for htmself and located tn Aud- 
ubon. In September of 1880 he married 
Alice M. Everett In Atlantic and settled tn 
a home tn Audubon. In 1884 they moved to 
Ireton and purchased a blacksmith shop. At 
that time, his shop was the only building 
east of Matin Street except the school house 
on the hill. He built his home where tt 
still stands and {ts occupled by his grand- 
daughter, Frances Noon. His was a kindly 
and considerate disposition and he readily 
made friends and he had great falth in 
Ireton and its growth. 

He was one of those who drove overland 
many miles to procure the saplings to help 
bring beauty to the town. During the years, 
acquired a considerable portion of business 
and residentlal properties as well as a farm, 
He held a charter membership in the I. 0.0. F. 
and was a member of the Masonic and 
Woodmen Lodges for many years, 

Mrs. Stewart was an able helpmate and 
was as keenly Interested tn the growth of 
Ireton as her husband. For many years, 
she operated a restaurant In the bullding 
next to the blacksmith shop. She had been 
born at Ft. Wayne, Ind. and shortly after 
the Civil War. the family migrated to At- 
lantic, lowa. 

She passed away In January, 1945, leav- 
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Ing the one daughter, Mrs. Noon and nine 
grandchildren. Much of thelr property 
still remains in the hands of these grand- 
children, 


MAJOR MARTIN SUTER 
HENRY B.A. VANDERHAMM 


Major Suter was a Clvil War veteran who 
came to the Jreton vicinity In his latter 
years, He was born In 1820 so had a good 
many years on this earth when he died In 
1917. He came to Chicago from Baltimore 
several years after his discharge from the 
Army. He spent about twenty years there 
and then came to Sioux County to be with 
some of his children. The last few years 
he spent In the home of his granddaughter, 
Mrs. Lou Twillman. Up to a short time 
before his death, he was active and alert 
bralding rugs and chopping smaller sticks 
of wood for fires. He had an unusual facial 
adornment, a long white beard and often 
would roll {t up and tuck tt tnto his vest 


when he was doling anything in which the 

beard would Interfere, He certainly would Henry BLA, VanderHamm, a tailor by 
have been the winner in the contest of the trade lived in Dockhorn, Germany. In the 
"Brothers of the Brush", year 1856, he was united im marriage to 
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Christina Juilfs. The following year, they 
emigrated to America, making thetr home 
on a farm near Dixon, Ill. Seven years 
later, they moved to Monticello, Iowa and tn 
1873 the family moved to Reading Twp. He 
was a charter member of St. Johns Lutheran 
Cturch which was founded in 1875. 


HENRY. VLOTHO, SR. 


Henry Vlotho, Sr. was born 1853 at Gutt- 
enberg, Iowa. In 1873, he together with a 
few others wended their way west and where 
he hired out to the sainted Henry Kluter. 
He returned home for the winter months and 


in the spring of 1880, he returned, bringing 
his father with him who bought the quarter 
section of land now occupied by Orville Vlotho 
(grandson). This plece of land Henry tilled, 
while he was making his home with his 
brother-in-law, G.A. Darling, who had moved 
here in 1877. The fall of 1880, Henry de- 
cided to establish his own hearth, so he re- 
turned to Guttenberg to get a helpmate. 
He married Emilie Dittmer Feb. 17, 1881. 
They lived on the farm until they both dled, 
Mrs. Vlotho in 1911 and he In 1928. 

Ancestors of Henry Vlotho still living 
are: Mrs. R.H. Ellts, Gustave Vlotho of 
LeMars, Mrs. Hugo Wellnitz, Mr. Henry 
Viotho. Raymond Vlotho. Grandchildren 
around Ireton are: Orville and Emery Vlotho, 
Marlin Eilts. Mrs. Lloyd Mueller and Mrs. 
Walter VanderHamm. 


JOHN VLOTHO, JR. 


John Vlotho, Jr. one of the three oldest 
businessmen still living in Ireton was born 
on a farm east of Ireton, July 30, 1890. 
He was the son of the late John and Augusta 
Vilotho, early pioneers settling here tn 1884. 
There he grew up and wen: to town when his 
people moved here Fel. 1, 1907. They lived 
in the home now owned by Mr. and Mrs, 
Harry Johnson. Later, they moved to a home 
in the southwest part of town. That first 
year. Juhn was employed by his uncle, Fred 
Viotho. whu ran the Chicago Cash Store on 
the curner where the Skelly Station recently 
stuud but he had worked with his father when 
the Reading Twp. Telephone Assoclation was 
incurporated, 50 when D,A. Wheeler started 
telephone work tn 1908, John went to work 
for tim. In the spring of 1909, he and his 
buddy. Miltun Miller attended the Northwest 
Autc School in Omaha. That fall, he opened 
up the automabile yarage in [reton, probably 
the only one in the county. His first shop 
wat where Lila'b Beauty Shop now Is. In 
1912, he moved tu the new building now 


housing the Schmitz Implement Co. He sold 
this to Ekdom Bros, in 1944. Here he op- 
erated a garage and was one of the first 
to have a Ford agency of the famous model 
T Ford. He was the manager of the Ireton 
Electric Light and Power Co. in 1922 and 
general manager of the Ireton Rural Telephone 
Ass'n. In 1924 and remained with them until 
he retired in 1952. He is a land broker, 
Notary Public and agent for an insurance 
company. 


On July 3, 1913 he married Hattle Nann- 
Inga, daughter of the late Fred and Hannah 
Nanninga. They spent the first three years 
in the home now owned by Mrs, Emma 
VanderHamm but tn 1916, they moved to the 
home they bullt and where they still live 


Mrs. Vlotho must have been very cour- 
ayeous because she was the first lady auto 
driver tn the county. He joined the fire 
department tn 1911 and has been their sec- 
retary and treasurer since 1942. He also 
was a councilman from 1936 to 1946, when 
he was elected Mayor of Ireton, serving 
several terms, He has also been secretary 
of Pleasant Hill Cemetery since 1940. 
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MR. AND MRS. R.A. ZIMMERMAN 


One of the well known citizens of earlier 
years was R.A. Zimmerman. He was born 
in Freiburg, Osfriesland, Germany Nov. 6, 
1853. 

- With his family, he came to Alton, Ill. 
in 1853 and at the outbreak of the Civil War, 
he worked for the government in St. Louls 
making hamess. He married Gertrude Garr- 
els at Nokomis, Ill. tn 1871. With his grow- 
ing family of children, he came to Ireton in 
1884 and built the second fair-sized house 
In the young town, where he lived until hts 
death in 1941. His daughter continues to 
live in the same home, His wife dled in 
1929. When he first settled in Ireton, he 
ran a small dry goods store and he also ran 
a hardware store for many years. He was 
a booster for Ireton and watched it grow with 


great interest. As he was a man of 
keen judgement, he acquired several farms 
and considerable property tn town. One son, 
John, and two daughters, Mrs. Moeller and 
Mrs. Herman Hagge are deceased. Three 


daughters are living: Mrs. A. Niehaus of 
Falrmont, Minn., Mrs. C. Struck and Miss ' 
Hannah Zimmerman, all living tn Ireton. 


1936976 


PRESENT RESIDENTS WHO HAVE CELEBRATED THEIR 
5OTH ANNIVERSARY By THE END OF 196] 


MR. AND MRS. L.D. SATTERLEE 65 YEARS 


MR, AND MRS. R.S, MILLER 60 YEARS 
MR. AND MRS. JOHN TOENJES 55 YEARS 
MR. AND MRS. CHRiS BUSHBY 93 YEARS 
MR, AND MRS. HARRY JOHNSON 53 YEARS 
MR. AND MRS. J.R. KARR 92 YEARS 
MR. AND MRS. LIGE MARS 592 YEARS 
MR, AND MRS. ALVIN WHITE 52 YEARS 
MR, AND MRS. ORA GRAU 51 YEARS 
MR. AND MRS. ED MULDER 51 YEARS 
MR. AND MRS, PAUL ANEMA 50 YEARS 
MR. AND MRS. HENRY BRAAKS 90 YEARS 
MR. AND MRS. B.T. BAY © 90 YEARS 
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OUR SENIOR CITIZENS 


a it 


Ireton's oldest resident, Mrs. Loulsla Bert- 
ram. Born 1870 at Guttenburg, Iowa, came 
to Ireton when she was 2 years old and lived 
in a sod house and also herded cattle. She 
married Charles Bertram tn 1894 and had 
2 sons and one daughter. 
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Mr. and Mrs. L.D. Satterlee. Mr. Loren 
Satterlee was born May 27, 1873 near Ireton. 
He operated a funeral home and furniture 
store for many years. He married tn 1896 
and they had two sons and one daughter. 
Mrs. Hulda Satterlee was born August 14, 
1875 and has made Ireton her home for 


many years. She has been married 65 


years. 
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Mr. R.S. Miller was born tn Ilinols tn 1874 
and came to the Ireton vicinity at the age of 
10, residing on a farm. They moved into 
Ireton tn 1944. They have two boys and 
three girls. 

Mary Coombs was born In 1882 In Tama 
County, Jowa.. Came to Ireton vicinity tn 
1883. Married R,S, Miller in 1901. 
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Mr.:Henry Johnson was born in Germany 
in 1877. Came to America and Ireton at 
the age of 12 and has since made his hame 
here. Married Hattle Daniels at Revillo, 
S.D. tn 1907. Children - 2 sons and 2 
daughters. ; 


Mr. Wm. Dittmer was born at Guttenburg, 
in 1873 and married Anna Fredlake of Gutt- 
enburg in 1898. Lived on a farm northeast 
of Ireton. Moved to town in 1949 where he 
still resides. Children - 1 daughter and 2 
sons, 


— 


Mrs. George Bartlett was born in 1878 in 
the Netherlands, Holland. Came to the U. 
S. at the age of 4. Married in 1896 to 
George Bartlett. Children - 4 sons and 3 


daughters. 


Mrs. Wm. Taylor, born 1880 al Hanover, 
Illinois. She came to Ireton in 1884 and 


married in 1903. 
married tn 1903. Children - two boys and 


one daughter. 
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Mrs. Mary Sinkey was born tn Orange City 
tn 1878 and married Peter Sinkey of Ireton 
and has resided in her present home since 
her marrlage. Children - 1 son and 3 
daughters. 


Mrs. Lou Twillman was born tn Chicago, 
Ill. tn 1880 and came to this locality in 
1890. She married Wm. Twillman tn 1903 
and moved to the town of Ireton in 1912. 
Children - one son, 


Mrs.*L.C. Opdahl was born in 1890 in Polk 
County, Iowa and married Lorentz Opdahl 
in 1902 at which time they moved to the 
Ireton vicinity. Children - 4 sons and 3 
daughters. 


Mrs. Catherine Ricklefs was born in 1880 
in Germany and came to this country in 
1886. She married Herman Rickleffs in 
1900. Children - 6 daughters and one son, 
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| Mr. Hugo Wellnitz was born at Mt. Olive, 
Ill. in 1881 and came to Ireton vicinity in 
1902. Married Clara Vlotho in 1906 and 
moved into Ireton in 1942. Children - one 

. daughter. 
Mr. John Pronk was born in the Netherlands, 
Halland in 1877 and came to the U.S, in 1886. 


; Lived in this locality until 1929 when he 
: moved to Ireton where he still resides. 


* 
k 
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j Mr. Wm. Meier was born in 1880 In Mlinols 
i and came to Ireton tn 1914 and worked on 
highway and read construction for 25 years. 


Has resided in Ireton since 1914. 


\ Mr. Mike Tierman was born {n 1879 In 
Dalton City, Ll. and moved to LeMars in 
144) and tu the Ireton vicinity In 1886 where 
he still lives. 


Mr. Henry Braaks was born in Pewsum, 


Germany in 1881 and came to the United 
States in 1887. He married Anna Amen in 
1910. He Has been a blacksmith in Ireton 


for many years. Children - 2 sons and 3 
daughters, 


Mrs. ‘Ante Ferguson was born Angeline 
Elder in 1874 in a log cabin near [reton, 
She married Jason Ferguson in 1903 and was 
a school teacher for 21 years. Children - 
2 sons and 2 daughters. 


Mr. Henry Franke was born tn 1875 In West 


Branch Townshltp. Married in 1901 to 
Lydia Slege and moved to the present home 
northeast of Ireton In 1911. Children - two 
SONS, 
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Born in 1879 in Wash- 
He now lives with his 
Children - 


Mr. Warren Earl. 
ington Township. 
daughter on the old homestead. 
one son and one daughter. 


Mrs. Marie McCrory was born in 1875 in 
Denmark and came to Ireton before her 16th 
birthday. She married Charles McCrory 
in 1904 and moved to Ireton in 1917, Child- 
ren- 1 son and 3 daughters. 


Mrs. Fred (Lena) Parker was born in Nov. 


3, 1876, She came to Ireton as a small 
child. She now resides in Des Moines at 
the home of a nelce, Mrs. Emil Swanson. 
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Mr. John Toenjes was born In 1877 at Mont- 
icello, Iowa and married in 1906. They 
lived on a farm and moved Into Ireton sev- 
Children - 3 sons and 2 


eral years ago. 
daughters. 


Mrs. Mary Toenjes was born tn 1885 in 
They are 


Reading Township near Ireton. 
both residing tn Ireton now. 


Fred Franke was born on July 4, 1839 in 
Hanover, Germany and emigrated to Clayton 


/County, Iowa at the age of 16. He was 


married to Mrs. Mary Dunve and in 1872 
came to Sioux County. 
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Dip You Know ? 


THAT a jail for Ireton was ordered built in the early months of 1893, size 12x14x8, 
made by spiking 2x6s together with a partition making one room 8x12 and one room 6x12 
with a grating in the partition and with two windows and two doors? 


THAT when Morningside College was planned, Ireton was considered very strongly as a 
site for it? 


THAT the recorder of town minutes was authorized to procure a policeman's club and 
a pair of handcuffs just before the 4th of July, 1893? No record of thelr ever being used 
has been found at that time. 


THAT we had a curfew established :. Ordinance #23, dated November 1898. When a bell 
would ring. at 8 p.m. during the menths of Nov., Dec., Jan., Feb., and at 9 p.m.dur- 


ing the months of March, A; ril Mav. June, July, August, September and October, all per- 


sons or minors of the age vu! st.centeen or under to leave, at once, the streets, alleys or 
public grounds and repair to their homes. 


THAT a clipping from a New York paper tells that Ireton, a small town tn northwest Iowa 
had nerve enough tu put on a bull fight about 1908? "The only town tn the U.S. that had 
ever had the guts to do It", the paper sald. 


THAT in April. 1896. a street commissioner purchased a sufficient amount of oak posts 
and tron chains for use as hitching posts on streets? Elghty posts were purchased, 


THAT in May, 1896. the street commissioner purchased 24 vapor street lamps (gasoline)? 
THAT a ball team composed of men between the ages of 35 and 75 was formed to declde 
the supremacy of the town's east side or west side® The west side won. The thought 


that there might be a possibility of "bicycle ball'' next was recorded, 


THAT Mrs. Emma Lindenman Cooper was the first woman tn Stoux County to hold the 
office of Foreman uf the Grand Jury? She was drawn on the panel all four sessions of 


that year. 


40 


rey ky nek 
at iy 


> ¥ A m . > : . at . he bap Selig © May é aaa 
* i Pi o t aa “TD » er ‘ 7 ie A ; Ptedd ~ + é ah 
A Tt wale on 4 be as” nes 7 e 
\w. Ry r) Dies a: : Ay Vie hy 
= 43 ' fae ; " rob - ran yet 3 z x ; th 
Se ere a Be Bdge |e 
B. 7 9 es ' Cs; + 4. <A " ‘oy, 
‘34 > & 
ur A 
Bama wale OBL to,aiinons yrrag- at! aby Bid ae 
‘." Ste8 moor sm bas S28 meur an) Hiv ey 6 dale 9 
ow?) Nine Bropni® ows 3m, bar 
aes, 


@ a6 Ueno Kiev bereblencs ecw note} ee god ate 


’ 


“bas duf> e's enroaiieg & S4e%07g 01. de slodivg paw Bay 
beau Griad 19¥9 114d) IO bios94 OK SERB XL Io 


Hed ¢ podW PS) rz90mrev0}% bsieb ,0S* sonenibrO rf 
a neo? ie bes. OHA tel) 99), vow IO ad): i Ai as 
ba <p Ue edaicO bas. r9taieiqae MeeQuaA NEEL ect ee pe 
carr. ¥O eysiic jalenile 2) 999d 4s o¥ eel 0) 19bry 70 mania ses 
aon Vase 


é 
! 


. swol saswrtien ab awot Paige « jeiet] ged) gitar s9qeq AT 
(bad tank A att vod Ye: ot ae juods 19)t Hud « ao Ie 
bisa 19g 8q— ode. oh: rb. 

wleon AGG ‘o nvorns i Cte & pinecone Tan led) muNGS jase 
beeatarug snow Aided viteid Saran no aleoy gatdond ae a00, ene 


(enitvnaa) sigurel notte yoqee + frepatosrat tonoldalinenis teats om ea . 


shige of bexrtcl enw , hag erie anus ‘ows, N9seiod cece wit 
Wai) SAT dow hi Swiodt Satie daew 70 shiz taegy 
iy, ba ‘t aby bs “ied! gloyoid to: hk 


Paws ® ete orig 


*) oH 


* 
ae = 
rai PP pew t 
oe 'fe en 
‘FPN ra lew a 
Lao 
A Pe 
1.9 apni & 
-* a? a oP ee 
,) . rat bai 
‘ it mel “t 4 
Ee Tins 5 on TM 
“ va Y “ i 
. 
a . Fs 
: ia 
Pe F 
. Wes its 
Se oy 
Cy 7S) 
. fe 


iA 


W.B. Burright 
Wm. Bushby 


‘Chaplain Jesse Cole 
Jas. Cottrill 


H. Davidson 
Eid. Barll 
John C, Emery 
James Everhart 
Porter Fasburg 
Alfred Fisher 
C. Follett 

B. O. Fosburg 
Frederick Franke 
E. French 
Richard Garrett 
Joe Hardacre 
Charles Hennrich 
Francis Kidson 
I. Knowlton 
Henry H. Lantz 
W.A. Morgan 
A. Morrison 
F.O. Parker 
J.W. Satterlee 
A. Sherman 
Martin Suter 
Cyrarbax ) 
Jehn Taylor 
James Thomas 
Philo Warftels 
Henry J. Welch 
S. Wells 

D.E. Wing 
DeForrest Woodford 
Mr. Zimmer 


WORLD WAR I 


Edward Bertram 
Paul Blemers 
Edward R. Brown 
Geo Carter 

T. A. McCaughan 
Fred Dannenbring 
Elmer Dittmer 
Henry Ellts 

William Garner Flood 
Isaac Goin 

Robert Grelgg 
Edward J. Hilton 
Fred Jahn 

Geo. Johnson 

H. Johnson 

Robert S. Johnson 
Jimmie Jones 

Jake Levering 

H. Luschen 

Charles McCrory 
Willlam Miller 
George A. Morrison 
Charles Retd 
Rodney Lee Reid 
George Rickleffs 
LeRoy Rolfs 

Ernest Schmidt 
Edward Shoemaker 
Robert VanderHamm 


weer ~ER.S *. WEED ~acto. 
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C 
WORLD WAR 0 y ; 
Carl W. Baack er 
Chas. Bertram © OG 
Robert Cooper ge 
Howard Dirks 

Harold Marienau 

Henry W. Ommen 

Edwin Onken 


Theodore Sneider 
Glenn Van Engen 


KOREAN WAR 


Marlin Walraven 
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BUSINESS PLACES AS THEY WERE YESTERDAY 


" es) Tk selene | AN 
1 a fue ade doe a, Ea a r 
whines a MPI. ee ; 
Looking north on Main Street Looting aor on 1 Main St. from 

the depot 
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£5 Die 
Looking north on Main St. from Looking south on Main St. from 
the Sinkey Garage corner. This the Eilers' Farm Store corner. 
is about the same picture as This {s about the same picture 
above, years later as above, years later. 


Toot - Toot | The old hitching posts 
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Looking west from the Sinkey 
Garage corner. The building 
in the foreground {s where the Spot now occupied by Mrs. 
Sinkey Garage now stands. Alice Wells’ home. 


Looking west at Ireton from a . 
spot in front of where the 
schoal now stands. 
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Gay Young Blades: Randall 
Karr, Robert MUuler and 
James Taylor 


43 


sg wncrt fosea de 
aim Yd ie wort ee 
.smor fsw sali 


Business PLAces As THEY ARE Topay 
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JUBILEE PLANNING COMMITTEE 


P.J. Juffer, Jack Ping, G.T. Juffer, Leonard 
Feldhacker, Jack Schmitz, Louis Braaks, 
Norman Marienau, L.A. Goodmanson, R.A. 


Herwynen (not pictured). 
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Elvira Kading, Erma Eilts, Velda Vander 
Hamm, Beatrice Ramhorst, Luella Karr, 
Jean Eilts. | 
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PRINCE AND PRINCESS CANDIDATES 
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Kay Houlton, Patty Peters, Jean Eilts, Marsha 
DeBoer, Adriana Vellinga, Myrna Richardson, 
Drenda Karr (not pictured). 
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Back Row - Royce Toenjes, Dale Walker, 
Henry Wynia, Ivan VanRoekel. 

Front Row - Rodney Vellinga, Bob Imray, 
Donald Jasper, Leland VanderHamm, Denny 
Miller, Alan Liston, Allan Mueller (not pic- 
tured). 
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HELPS YOU Ye 
LOWER YOUR 
FEED COSTS 


YOUR FULLER BRUSH MAN 


ee your Vita-Mino dealer 
YOUR PATRONAGE 


lreton Produce | Verle Marienau 


Mig tee 
Simon's Vita-Mino 
Sales, Inc. Phone 998 Hawarden, la. 


WE APPRECIATE 


BEST WISHES ON YOUR CELEBRATION 


Art Bartlett 


~ AND 


Pioneer Hi-Bred Corn Company 
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BEST WISHES 


ON YOUR JUBILEE 


OSCEOLA COUNTY CO-OPERATIVE CREAMERY ASSOCIATION 
DON GREGG, Menage 


SIBLEY 


PHONE 
IOWA 


27 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
on Your 75th Anniversary 


From 


M & M LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS CO. 


FOR CATTLE FEEDING bacevie MAM 38 contains M Bb Mii new feed 
additive BLACK X for batter feed co: (>: lowe ' ‘ ' 


ely gare 
BLACK X 5 a feed additive wth unuswel propertion If is not # drug it i not 
weomrerel Ituan an @ of EFA [essential fatty acdi) emma ac de and has 


J permon properties. 
M & M MIN-A-MIX-12 |, a mineral feed for cattle containing 12%, Phos 
phorus with 100%, Availebilty. It is @ qualit 


fo + cated for your mineral requirements 


Livestock Products Co. 
EAGLE GROVE, IOWA Phone 22 


Local Representative 


NORMAN MARIENAU 
lreton, lowa 


Phone 2501 
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ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS 


TO EVERYONE 


IN THE IRETON COMMUNITY — 


FROM 


KENT FEEDS, INC., 
— SIOUX CITY, IOWA 


HISTORY & ARCHIVES 


DES MO«weS 19, IOWA 
51 


erie ete tie tae ee 


ee ee 


eermseaeumatyataduianacen re ee ey, 
aut nartetadtehapamn ebsites inn sien tentia neers oeatinte steht —aUsyen se 
~ ~ be 


